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ullamcorper nisl leo non. Morbi lacinia tellus  
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        Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique  

senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac tur 

pis egestas. Phasellus eget ipsum. Sed libero 

pede, lacinia vitae, consectetur non, dignis 
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Not just the furnace,  

but the water heater  

too -- set it at 130  

to 140 degrees. Turn  

the setting to low or  

off when you leave for 

the weekend or for a 

long vacation, then put 

a note on your bath-

room mirror so you’ll 

remember to turn it  

up when you return. 

 

Washers can use more 

than 50 gallons of water 

per load, so avoid 

washing a lot of small 

loads whenever possible. 

Also, be sure to choose 

the  

lowest level of water 

needed for each load, use 

warm water instead  

of hot, and set the rinse 

cycle to use cold wate 

 

Employmet: 

Turn Down 
The Heat 

Keeping It 
Clean 
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Fri 22nd May 
End of Term 5 
 
Mon 1st June 
Start of Term 6 
 
Tue 9th June 
BSL Eisteddfod 
 
Mon 15th June 
Primary visit to 
Slimbridge 
 
Wed 17th June 
Heathland Sports Day 

 
Thu 18th June 
English Speaking event 
 
Fri 3rd July 
End of year reports 
 
Thu 9th July 
E2 Leavers Assembly 
 
Mon 13th July  
Fairfield Sports Day  
  

Fri 17th July 
E1 Leavers Assembly 
End of Term 6  
 
Mon 20th July 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff training 

Glastonbury and Wells Trip 
 

On Thursday 21
st

 June, Secondary students along with two 
Primary students, went to Glastonbury and Wells for an 
exciting day of RE related learning. 
 

We drove to Glastonbury in time for a tour of the abbey, 
which was fascinating.  We learned about the history of the 
abbey and the church that predated it on the same site, and 
looked at the ancient carvings telling stories from the Bible.  
We were told the story of how Jesus and his uncle Joseph of 
Arimathea visited Glastonbury, and how Joseph’s wooden 
staff became the Glastonbury thorn, which we saw.  We 
stood on the spot where the bodies of King Arthur and his 
wife Guinevere were reputed to have been found.  We 
learned about the closure of the monasteries under Henry 
VIII, and how the stones were used to build houses in the 
local area. 
 

We then took part in a workshop where we learned about 
medieval dentistry.  Using a mortar and pestle, each student 
ground up cloves, salt and herbs into a powder, then added a 
few drops of water to make a paste.  This, when rubbed into 
a gum, had anesthetic and antiseptic properties, although the 
taste was quite a surprise.  We also had fun trying out the 
pillory. 
 

In the Abbot’s kitchen, we had a riveting talk from “Brother 
David”, who turned out not to be a monk at all, but a retired 
history teacher, about the ways the monks prepared food.  
We found out that the monastic life was harsh, but that the 
monks kept themselves going with their own produce.  
 

On the way home, we stopped in Wells, where we had a look 
around the cathedral, focusing in particular on the 
astronomical clock and the chapter house.  Ben was very 
interested in the acoustics of the chapter house and how the 
bishops would all be able to hear one another.  It is a 
particularly beautiful building and the students really 
appreciated the tranquility of it. 
 

In all it was a fantastic day, despite the rain, with a lovely, 
engaging, happy group of students, who will, I hope, take 
with them some enduring memories of everything they saw 
and learned. 
 

Miss Neill 
 

“That’s it Mr Ayshford.  

You’re staying there until 

you’ve learnt your lesson.” 

 

“Surely we’re having too much fun 

to be learning anything…” 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

It is lovely to be looking out onto the tress in full leaf and blossom and the flowers all 
around!  We are so lucky to be around so much green and the children have been making 
the most of playing outside and being able to use the school grounds.  The Forest school 
sessions have been popular and so much learning happens when they are actively involved 
and out there in the wild (sort of wild anyway!) 
 

OPEN DAY 
I want to thank the Elmfield Parents group for the support with the welcome and 
refreshments on our Open day on 23rd April, and thanks to you who brought friends 
around and for encouraging prospective parents to visit and see the work of the school on 
both sites.  We had about thirty visitors from all professions and agencies, including SEN 
Officers from Bristol and other Local Authorities.  We are always happy to show off this 
school and there were many positive comments and pleasure in seeing how much the 
children can achieve and how communicative, happy and confident they are. 
We are always happy to show parents of deaf children and the people who help make 
placement decisions around school at any time though, of course. 
 

BSL and SPEAKING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE 
We are having an Eisteddfod on two days in June for the Primary pupils, where they will 
learn and practice a piece of BSL and Spoken English and perform it to school.  We are 
going to keep it just in-school but if it goes well we will invite parents next year!  Please 
help by going through their piece and practicing it at home. 
Enjoy the Whitsun holiday week - let’s book the sun to shine. 
 

Best wishes 
 

Babs Day 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Babs Day 

Interim Executive Headteacher  
 

See Hear 
 
In April a Deaf researcher from BBC TV’s See 
Hear visited the school and asked the children 
to read and review a book called ‘What The 
Jackdaw Saw’ by Julia Donaldson.      
This book was published on May 7th        
and features  deaf characters using         
British Sign Language!  The children         
were very excited to see themselves  on television. Well done to all those 
who took part. 
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Forest School 
 

This term Butterfly class and Ladybird class have taken their learning into our wonderful school 
grounds and had some fantastic learning sessions with Jenny from Badger’s Forest School.   
 

       We have climbed trees, searched for  
       minibeasts, made very muddy puddles 
       and participated in lovely woodland crafts.  
       In our last sessions we are looking forward 
       to having a fire and cooking on it.   
 

2 

Butterfly Class 

This term Butterfly class have been 

growing beans, looking at minibeasts, and 

learning about the lifecycle of the frog.  

We set up a tank for some tadpoles and 

have enjoyed watching them grow and 

are looking forward to them becoming   

frogs soon.  

Life Skills 
 

Scorpion class visited the Create Centre to take part in 
their Life Skills workshop.  They learnt which important 
skills are needed in a variety of situations, they learnt 
about dangers in the kitchen, how to help someone who 
might be in trouble, and refreshed their basic life-saving 
skills.   
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Election Time 
 

The Secondary Team have been following the 
election closely and with great excitement.  All our 
students now know all about the election process, 
the key players and what the different parties stand 
for.  And they love discussing politics! 
We had a special display in our lobby area, with 
information about all the main parties in BSL and 
English, using QR coding to link to the party 
manifestos in BSL and photos of key signs, 
modelled by Elfed.  We put up campaign literature 
for the students to read. Key words and their 
meanings were given in English, alongside photos 
of the party leaders and important locations such 
as the Houses of Parliament and 10 Downing 
Street.  We put up a map showing where each of 
our students lives and which party was in control in 
their area.  We also had a countdown to the 
election showing how many days to go.  After the                 
election the display was adapted to show the new                              
political landscape.  
                      

On the day of the election, the students 
went into a ‘polling station’ (actually the 
English room) to vote in a ‘polling booth’ (a 
screened-off desk).  They voted by using a 
ballot paper and posting their paper into a 
ballot box, which was a converted shoe 
box.  It was all very exciting.  And in 
Elmfield it was a win for Labour with 7 
votes, Greens 4 and Conservatives 1.       
 
Understanding politics is a crucial part of 
developing our students as citizens and 
they have really enjoyed getting involved in 
this important event in their lives.  
Hopefully it will be something that they will 
remember in the future and will set them 
up to become active participants in the 
democratic process, whatever their 
political persuasion.   
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Secondary Exams 
 

They’ve officially started! This year, Year 11 will take ten different exams. Last week Year 11 pupils 
had their first GCSE examination in Art. It was a two-day exam but Ben and Tatum have coped 
really well and completed their work – well done!  They also had to take part in a discussion as 
part of their functional skills exam in English.  They were joined by Ciaran in Year 9. The students 
discussed the issue of immigration: is it good or bad for the UK?  All students did a fantastic job 
and presented a wide range of arguments for and against immigration, showcasing their excellent 
communication skills.   
 

Best of luck to our Key Stage 4 and Year 9 in their exams! We will keep our fingers crossed!  

General Election at Secondary From - Our Political Correspondent, Lois Appleton 
 
 

Thursday 7th May 2015 was the date of the General Election. 
 
 

On Wednesday Secondary had an assembly about the election. 
 
 

On Thursday we all put a cross on our voting paper and put them in the ballot box.  
 
 

The result was Labour 7 Green 4 Tories 1. 
 
 

In the country the result was: 
Conservative  330     Labour  232    Scottish National   56 
 

UK Independence  1     Liberal Democrats  8   Green Party  1 
 

Democratic Unionist  8    Sinn Féin  4   Plaid Cymru  3 
 

Social Democratic and Labour  3    Ulster Unionist  2  Speaker   1  
 

The same day was the Bristol Council election. I made a graph of the results.  
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[Type a quote from the document or the summary 

of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the 

Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays! 
 

We’ve been celebrating lots of birthdays at our 
primary and secondary sites. 
 

In this photo Owain is preparing to tuck into 
his 11th birthday cake on 14th April. 
 

Hugh G was nine on 17th April.  Happy Birthday, 
Hugh! 
 

Ben and Tatum turned sixteen on 23rd and 26th 
April respectively. 
 

Happy Birthday, Terricka, who was five years 
old on 17th May! 
 

Finally, Rosie-May will be eleven during the 
holidays, on the last day of May. We hope you 
have a wonderful time, Rosie.  

Primary Assessments and Tests 
 

All our children are beginning their End of Year Assessments and tests.  Last week our Year 6 students 
undertook their SATs exams. They were very confident and enthusiastic in their work. 
 

We rewarded them for their efforts and work and are looking forward to celebrating their results with them! 
 

A Fond Farewell 
 

On 15th May we all said ‘goodbye’ to our wonderful caretaker Dave Stevens.  
We thanked him for all his work and efforts taking ‘good care’ of our school 
over the last year. 
 

We are lucky enough to be sharing a caretaker with Elmfield House from 
now on.  
 

Babies!  
The stork has been spotted around 
Elmfield School lately.  Following the 
arrival of our In-House Interpreter Helen 
Merry’s beautiful Martha Rose, Mrs Day 
took delivery of her equally beautiful first 
grandchild, Oscar Wolf McIntyre, courtesy 
of her daughter. 
 
Welcome, babies, and congratulations to 
all. 
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Is my child eligible for free school meals and Pupil Premium Funding? 
 
  

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, the school can apply for extra funding for your child in 
school. This additional funding (Pupil Premium) is paid directly to school and funds a range of 
support designed to meet your child's individual needs, which might be: additional 
learning/communication support, after school clubs, breakfast club, free school trips and 
residential visits.  
 
If your child is in Years 3 to 6, they will also be entitled to fee school meals if they wish to have 
them in school. (All children in Reception to Year 2 are automatically entitled to Free School 
Meals.) 
  
You can apply for Pupil Premium Funding for your child if you are in receipt of any of the following 
benefits: 
  
·         Income Support 
·         Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
·         Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
·         Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
·         the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
·         Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an  
          annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
·         Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax  
          Credit 
·         Universal Credit 
  
If you think you might qualify for this then just ask for a 'Pupil Premium' application form from the 
school office and post to the address which is on the form, or apply online at 
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/children-and-young-people/free-school-meals-and-pupil-
premium 
 
Applying online is quick and easy to do, you will receive notification of your eligibility immediately 
and there is no risk that your application will get lost in the mail. 
If you are eligible, you can begin claiming free school meals the same day. 
 
If you have any questions about 'Pupil premium' funding please contact Jo White or Amy 
Saunders, who are happy to help you. 

Sainsburys Vouchers 
 

The deadline for collecting Active Kids 2015 was 
Friday 15th May, please send in any vouchers you 
have by Monday 1st June, so we can exchange 
the vouchers for equipment. 
 

Thank you 

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/children-and-young-people/free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/children-and-young-people/free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium


7 
 

Attendance 
 

This is a really important aspect of school life and the Education Department have asked us not to 
authorise any absences in term time for holidays.  I know that our pupils have more medical 
appointments with implants, audiology and paediatric visits, but please support us by making any 
appointments out of school hours, in the holidays or at the start /end of a school day and bring 
them in to school if you can. 
 

The statistics for absence are shocking to read- 90% attendance means that a child has missed 4 
weeks of the school year.  They are less confident and feel less part of the social group because 
they miss things.  Being ready for school with all their kit for the day ahead, refreshed and 
prepared is the best you can do as parents to support them in school. 
 
100% Attendance 
 

Congratulations to Tom, Owain and Tarron who achieved a fantastic 100% attendance this term! 
Also, well done to Lois, Elfed, Emily and Najaad who achieved 98% attendance this term! 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absences 
 

If your child is unwell and won’t be in school, it is very important that you contact us to let us know as soon 
as possible.  You can do this is several ways. 
 

Primary      Secondary  
Tel: 0117 9030366     Tel: 0117 9527170 
Text: 07891 898188     Text: 07772332604 
Email: amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk  Email: amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk  
 

When your child does not turn up at school, the office will text you in the morning to remind you that you 
need to contact us. Please be aware that you cannot text back directly to the message.  
 

It is important that we can account for your child for safety reasons.  
 

If you fail to contact the school, then your child will be marked in the register as an unauthorised absence.  
Too many unauthorised absences can lead to a penalty notice and a fine. 
 

                                                                      If your child has a tummy bug that makes them sick and/or affects  
                                                                      their bowels, please keep them at home for 48 hours after the last  
                                                                      time they were sick, so that they don’t accidentally pass the bug on  
                                                                      to other pupils and staff. Thank you.    
                                                                 

Visit to Lush Handmade Cosmetics 
 

As a conclusion to our topic work this term, Butterfly and Ladybird 
class visited Lush to learn about the effects of water and to use our 
senses. We smelled lots of different products and talked about our 
likes and dislikes.  We saw different bath bombs fizzing and bubbling, 
and some even had colour surprises inside.  Some of the products 
contained glitter and we left with very sparkly and happy children.  
 

mailto:amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk


8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

Hens For Hire 
 

Elmfield Primary came joint second place in Hens For Hire’s ‘Design Some Feathers’ competition. 
Our prize was a visit from Claire Peach who gave us a free session of her Life-Cycles programme and 
brought in some chicks for us to see.  We 
have also had an exciting time watching  
some chick eggs hatch in an incubator and  
learning how to look after the very young  
chicks. 

Bristol Brunel Lions 
 

None of our egg-citing hen adventures 
would have happened without the 
support of the Bristol Brunel Lions.  On 
Friday 15th May Julia and William came 
to present Elmfield School with a 
cheque for £500 to support our Hens 
project.  We said a huge THANK YOU to 
them and showed them Inky and 
Toffee, as well as our new hatchlings.  
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Deaf Fest 
 

Last Thursday Key Stage 3 and Year 10 braved the rainy weather to head up to Wolverhampton for the 
annual deaf film festival.   Deaffest hosted several days of festival, celebrating film and drama.  On 
Thursday they had a deaf comedy show based in a science lab with actors from South Africa.  After 
lunch we had a fantastic drama workshop with Deafinitely Theatre.   Check out this video link and see if 
you can find us! 
                                                                     http://deaffest.co.uk/2015/05/15/thursday-15th-may-2015/ 
 

Parents Room and BSL group 
 

It is great to see lots of parents in school and sitting having a 
cuppa in our new Parents Room! 
Please remember the Thursday 2pm til 3pm BSL group for 
Parents.  Come in and polish your BSL skills with Carolyn 
Nabarro. 
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Have a great half term! 

From everyone at Elmfield. 

   

Grasshoppers  have been busy learning 

about plants and insects.  We planted 

sunflower seeds that are beginning to 

grow well now.  We enjoyed 

investigating what happens if you put 

celery in coloured water, which turned 

the leaves blue and yellow.  Meeting 

the chicks was a real highlight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term the Primary House Cup has 

been won by: 

Well done!
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