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Wed 21st October 
End of Term 1 
 
 

Mon 2nd November 
Start of Term 2 
 
 

Fri 18th December 
End of Term 2 
 
 

Mon 2nd January 
Start of Term 3 
 
 

Fri 5th February 
End of Term 3 
 
 

Mon 15th February 
Start of term 4 
 
 

Thu 24th March 
End of Term 4 
 
 

Mon 11th April 
Start of Term 5 
 
 

Fri 27th May 
End of Term 5 
 
 

Mon 6th June 
Start of Term 6  
 
 

Fri 22nd July 
End of Term 6 
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Dates 2015-16 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
There have been lots of exciting events, trips and projects going on this term.  I 
hope you enjoy reading about them on the website and Facebook. 
 
Parents Forum has met informally on three occasions after BSL class on  
Wednesday mornings.  I am keen to get parents views on a wide variety of school 
issues.  We had some interesting discussions on Attendance policy issues and we 
have made some changes to reflect the new rules about Leave of Absence in term 
time.  Do have a look at the policy on the website (it will go up to the www after 
Governors have ratified it).  Thanks to the parents who joined in and gave their 
views.  
 
We also had a good talk about Home Learning Policy and we looked at different 
types of home learning and there was a wide variety of views, many parents  
wishing for more home-learning of a greater variety of type of work. 
 
Parent Governor Vacancy 
I have spoken to several parents about putting themselves forward to fill the  
vacancy left by Carolyn Lonergan’s resignation as parent Governor. If you would 
like to discuss the role and put yourself forward to represent Parents please let me 
know. A big thank you is due to Carolyn Lonergan for her years of service as a  
Governor, I shall personally miss her support to school and for being so involved in 
the work we do.  Cath Glanville has agree to be put forward for a further term of 
office as parent governor.  Thank you so much for doing that Cath! 
 
Babs Day 

Executive Headteacher  

Toffee is keeping her beady eyes on 

Amy, checking she is working hard 

enough!  
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Visit to Dismaland 
 

Pupils from Secondary went to Dismaland last month and didn’t even have to queue to get into the 
world-famous bemusement park in the former Tropicana at Weston-Super-Mare, since we were guests 
of honour of Banksy himself!   In fact, we were thoroughly disappointed to have had such an interesting, 
enjoyable and thought-provoking time.   Thank you to Corinna Seaton for organising it all. 

An Eggcellent Start to the School Year 
 

It was so eggciting to welcome back our lovely hens, Inky and Toffee, after the school summer holidays.  
It wasn’t long before eggs were on the menu at Breakfast Club.   

 
 

Every day we save scraps of leftover food 
from lunchtime to feed to our hens.  Sometimes they 
get a bit impatient waiting for their treat and we 
have to be careful to make sure that they don’t take 
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Dance with Imogen  
 

We are delighted that Imogen has returned to Elmfield  
this school year to continue our fantastic dance sessions.   

 and PE with Shine! 
 

It’s not just our children who are benefitting from being taught by Sam and Olly every 
Thursday, with a noticeable improvement already in their striking and fielding skills … 
no, Sam and Olly are adding strings to their bows too, because they’ve been learning 
some sign language!  
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 Sundials…  
 

Morph class have been learning about planets, sundials and 
day and night. They made a sundial and were learning how 
sundials were used to tell the time before people had watch-
es or clocks.  Here are some of their finished sundials! 

and Solar Systems  
 

In science, Morph Class learned 
about the different planets in the 
Solar System.     
 
Here are some fabulous pictures 
of their completed Solar System! 
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CPR Training 
 

On Friday 9th October Morph Class visited Southmead Hospital to attend an emergency first 

aid training session. They learned about CPR, the recovery position and what to do if some-

one is choking.  They also learned about how to register to use the 999 text service.  Everyone 

received a certificate for attending the session. 

Dr Who 
 

See Hear Elmfield were delighted to be invited to the BBC premiere of the new 

Dr Who episode at the See Hear festival weekend 2nd-4th October. Brilliant to see 

a Deaf actress playing a role in such a popular programme! It was fascinating to 

hear Sophie Stone's experiences working as a Deaf actor and a real inspiration 

for young deaf actors. 
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Rosh Hashanah 
 

Morph class have been learning about Rosh Hashanah and 
general Jewish festivals.  The children tried a Jewish tradition 
of apples dipped in honey.  These are a Rosh Hashanah favour-
ite, symbolising the hope for a sweet new year. 

Jewish Festivals 
 

Eva Fielding-Jackson came in 
and taught the children all 
about different Jewish festivals. 
The children were able to try a 
variety of foods and drinks and 
learn about Jewish traditions.   
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Happy Birthday! 
 

We have celebrated our first few birthdays of the 
term.  Shaun class has celebrated three birthdays 
with Tommy and Keziah both turning four and Ham-
ish turning five. 
Gromit class also celebrated three birthdays with 
Bailey and Haroun turning 9 and Hugh turning 10! 
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We enjoyed having our parents, carers and 
friends at our Primary Harvest assembly.    We 
each brought in some donations which later 
went to the North Bristol Foodbank which were 
gratefully received.  We took it in turns to show 
what we had donated and place it on the table. 

The children each had produced a  
performance for the Harvest  
Assembly as well as a whole school 
sing a-long and dance to ‘Harvest Rock 
& Roll’ which had all our visitors, staff 
and parents joining in! 

Gromit class have been learning about bread and wheat .  They 
all had a go at making bread for our Harvest Assembly and 
shared it out with their fellow students and our friends and  
family too.  They even made it into the shape of wheat!  
Fantastic work from Gromit class! 

Harvest Celebrations! 
 

We were luck enough to have  Gill Behenna (The only signing Vicar 
in Bristol!) to visit Elmfield and do a fantastic Harvest Assembly.  
She taught us all about harvest and why we celebrate it through 
the use of stories.    
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Visit to Westbury on Trym Church 
 

Harvest  was celebrated all over the 
place .  This term the children  joined 
WOT in their celebrations for their  
Harvest assembly. 

Visit to Westbury on Trym Church 
 

The children learned about Harvest and 
why it is celebrated.  They also were able 
to see the types of donations which were 
made and learn about what happens to 
the donations after they have been  
received. 
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 One Tree Per Child  
 

Today John Atkinson came in from Bristol City 

Council and talked to the children about the 

importance of trees. The children learnt some 

fun facts about the world's tallest, widest and 

oldest trees. All the children have been given a 

form to claim their very own fruit tree. 
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Sustrans workshop  
 

As part of Bristol's European Green Capital project we had a workshop from  

Sustrans about different ways to travel that our better for our environment. 
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Ebenezer Church Visit 
 

After our wonderful Harvest Assembly, Wallace and 
Morph class took all of our harvest donations to the 
North Bristol Food Bank. 
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 Core Learning Skills activity: Robot/Shaun the Sheep 
 

As a part of Elmfield's Core Learning Skills assembly, the children of E1 practiced 
working in teams to create a Robot and Shaun the Sheep. Using their teamwork 
and communication skills, they were able to make a great start! 
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Multi-sensory fun! 
 

Shaun the Sheep class have been 
exploring colour and texture this 
term. We have taken a multi-
sensory approach to learning and 
have produced lots of craft work 
and made a lot of mess. 
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BSL class for parents and grandparents 
 

Elmfield’s BSL class for parents had a lovely session this morning learning how to tell 

the time, the signs for the days of the week and months of the year and how to dis-

cuss periods of time. Many thanks to all the mums, dads, grandparents and friends 

who joined us this morning. We look forward to seeing them again next Wednesday 

morning and invite anyone else interested to come along. 
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Dear Parents 

 
The Giving Machine is a UK registered charity, whose sole aim is to  
facilitate raising money for UK charitable causes and schools.  By  
shopping online via The Giving Machine, your favourite shops will generate a free cash donation 
with every single purchase. With stores like Amazon, Ebay, M&S, NEXT, Tesco, Sainsbury and John 
Lewis taking part with hundreds more, you are bound to find what you want from your favourite 
shops at The Giving Machine. 
 
Please join our new giving community by visiting  
www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk and join to support Elmfield School for deaf  
children; it’s quick and simple to sign up and start giving for free. 
 
It really is as simple as that. Please ensure you don’t miss this opportunity to give while you are 
shopping and help spread the word to raise as much as we can from this amazing program. Your 
help will make a difference. 
 
Remember! When you are buying Christmas presents online, make sure that you generate a free 
cash donation with every purchase via www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk. There are over 1500 of the 
most popular stores taking part in the program making it so easy for you to make difference with-
out it costing you a penny more than the normal purchase price of your item. 

Absences 
 

Please see our Attendance policy on our school website, if you would like a copy of this policy 
please contact the school office. 
 

If your child is unwell and won’t be in school, it is very important that you contact us to let us know 
as soon as possible.  You can do this is several ways. 
 

Primary       Secondary  
Tel: 0117 9030366     Tel: 0117 9527170 
Text: 07891 898188     Text: 07772332604 
Email: amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk  Email: amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk 

 
When your child does not turn up at school, the office will text you in the morning to remind you 
that you need to contact us. Please be aware that you cannot text back directly to the message. 
 
It is important that we can account for your child for safety reasons. 
 
If you fail to contact the school, then your child will be marked in the register as an unauthorised 
absence.  Too many unauthorised absences may lead to a penalty notice and a fine. 
 

 

                                                                 If your child has a tummy bug that makes them sick and/or 
affects  their bowels, please keep them at home for 48 hours 
after the last time they were sick, so that they don’t  
accidentally pass the bug on  to other pupils and staff.  
Thank you.    

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
mailto:amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk

