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Dates 2015-16 

Fri 18th December 
End of Term 2 
 
Mon 4th January 
Start of Term 3 
 
Fri 5th February 
End of Term 3 
 
Mon 15th February 
Start of Term 4 
 
Thurs 24th March 
End of Term 4 
 
Mon 11th April 
Start of Term 5 
 
Mon 2nd May 
BANK HOLIDAY 
 
Fri 27th May 
End of Term 5 
 
Mon 6th June 
Start of Term 6 
 
Fri 22nd  July 
End of Term 6 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

It has been a great term of creativity and artis-

tic pursuits for all of our children.  I felt very 

proud watching them perform at The Sanctum 

project, seeing  the performances and the chil-

dren’s confidence and the way they conquered 

their nerves.  The MShed stained glass work is 

beautiful and The Mayor agreed that it a piece 

to be proud of! 

Thank you to the parents and governors who 

came to the French Mime show ’Silver Moon’ 

and enjoyed it with the children and our visit-

ing friends from Westbury-on-Trym and New Oak schools.  It was great to watch some of the youngest chil-

dren mesmerised by the artistes.  Our own  Christmas Show was well attended  and I hope you enjoyed the 

show and the singing and some rather wonderful acting.  The Primary parents have been stars this term!  

Thanks so much to them for making the Santa’s Grotto and the party in the Parent’s Room such a special ex-

perience for the children.  Thanks for the refreshments and tombola prizes and the really generous hamper – 

not to mention a well-bearded Santa and some rather wonderful elves!  

Have a lovely Christmas holiday… let’s hope for some well–timed snow – the sort that disappears in time to 

start back to school for Term 3! 

Best wishes and happy Christmas to you all. 

Babs Day 

Thank You so very much for your contributions to the 

Christmas Shoebox for Albania.  The children enjoyed 

filling the box which I will be taking to Albania in my suit-

case.  I will take lots of pictures to share with the children 

on my return about my Volunteering adventure and I 

hope to send them some emails and photos whilst I am 

away.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Jo White  

On Wednesday we joined our friends at Badocks 

Wood for Christmas lunch. We then stayed 

and played with the children and they all enjoyed 

making new friends. 



 
 

Experiencing Art 

The recent death of art critic Brian Sewell left Secondary unfazed, as we had an instant replacement! Lois, having 

attended a Fairfield Trip to London to view art at the Tate Modern and Tate Britain galleries, was able to give the 

whole school an illuminating illustrated talk on some of the works she had seen there. 

Following this all the students were given a chance to study 

more local masterpieces when we visited the Bristol Museum 

and Art Gallery and saw works ranging from Old Masters (not 

just Mr Brinkley!) to a Banksy. 

Elmfield at L Shed 

Recently our students have had so many visits to the M 

Shed for different 

events that it is 

amazing that it has 

not been renamed 

the Elmfield M 

Shed! But for one of 

them, we did not 

stay very long in M 

Shed, instead pass-

ing straight through 

to its lesser known next door neighbour the L Shed. L 

Shed is the storage area for the innumerable items 

which the museum owns but does not have room to 

display. This collection of treasures is not open to the 

public, but we were privileged to be given a guided tour 

in BSL by Deaf museum supporter Jemima Buoy, who 

introduced us to fascinating objects items ranging from 

the Mayor’s Coach to the bones of a whale washed up 

on a nearby beach. Students learnt a great deal of histo-

ry from viewing these remainders of an age ‘long, long 

ago ‘ – which Mr Brinkley persistently pointed out he 

could remember from his childhood. 

Winter Warmer 

Gromit class enjoyed 

a tasty class treat this term - 

hot chocolate in the local 

village cafe! They politely 

ordered and paid for their 

drinks. A wonderful time all 

round. Scrummy!  



Sanctum Trip 

We were very lucky to be invited to join in with the Sanctum project in 

Bristol. A remarkable recycled structure was built within the ruined re-

mains of Bristol Temple Church and there was a continuous programme 

of sound for over 552 hours. Both primary and secondary sites were 

involved. The children from Morph class signed the Islam call to prayer. 

MShed 

After months of preparation and work the date for the big un-

veiling finally arrived. The children from Morph and KS3 were 

invited to the M Shed to see the results of their work on dis-

play. Our stained glass is a result of great team work and is 

on permanent display at the M Shed.   

Road Safety Day 

Wallace and Gromit classes have taken part in 

weekly Road Safety sessions this term.  A huge 

“thank you” to Francis from Bristol City Council’s 

Road Safety  for  taking us through how to cross 

different roads safely and how to look out for mov-

ing cars. 

Early Years 
 

Shaun the Sheep class have had lots of 

fun this term learning about different 

special days and festivals people in our 

community celebrate. We talked about 

bonfire night, had a fantastic Diwali party 

and are winding up ready for Christmas. 

Food Sustainability Workshop  

As part of Bristol's European Green Capital project we today held a work-

shop about food sustainability. We learnt about where different food 

comes from, what time of the year they grow, what makes a healthy diet 

and explored some of the sensory qualities of different fruit and veg. We 

also got to try ginger and fennel. Then farmer Jack left us a pineapple to 

share. 



Anti-bullying week 

This term we celebrated anti-bullying week with lots of 

different activities going on in classes. We also had whole 

school assemblies discussing and celebrating compassion 

and saying nice things/compliments to each other. We all 

agreed to continue doing this :-)  For more information 

please see www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk. 

Visit from The High Sherriff 

On Monday 30th November we were delighted to welcome Ros Kennedy, the High Sherriff of Bristol, to Elmfield ac-

companied by Cameron Kennedy. They visited all the classes and chatted with the children and learnt the sign for 

green as the children commented that the outfit Ros was wearing matched our school uniform colour. Ros and Camer-

on also joined the younger children learning a new signed song for Christmas – Little Donkey. Then Ros explained her 

role as High Sheriff to the older children who asked her lots of questions. 

PSFA  

Special thanks to the PSFA for organising a fabulous Christmas Hamper raffle for 

us! They raised an amazing £118 with an additional £32 from teas and mince 

pies. Congratulations to Gemma Oliver who won!  

The children of E1 visited the Tobacco Factory on 

Thursday 10th December to watch Noisy Nativity.    

This term Morph class have been learning what makes a per-

fect photo! We then looked at different ways we could edit 

and add features to still images. We used our new skills to 

make our own Christmas cards.  



The school council enjoyed having a fabulous tea party 

with the Head this week where they discussed school life 

over tea and biscuits! 

 

At Elmfield school we are committed to ensuring the welfare and safety of all our children and young people. We feel it is 
essential for us to keep our students safe by providing a safe environment in which to learn; supporting their development 
in ways which will foster a sense of self esteem and independence; and, identifying and responding to children in need of 
support and/or protection from abuse or neglect as per our Safeguarding and Child Protection policy (which can be found 
on our website policy page). 
We have a designated Safeguarding Lead Officer at school, Kate Fogwill, who is supported by a named governor, Matt 
Nichol. Please report any concerns that you have about a child to Kate - no concern is too small when it comes to the safety 
of our students. 
 

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL): 
Ms Kate Fogwill (Assistant Head)  

Contact details: kate.fogwill@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk 
Tel: 0117 9030 366 

 
Deputy designated safeguarding leads:  

Early Years and Primary - Mrs Jo White (Assistant Head/SENCo) 
Secondary - Mr Michael Dennington (Assistant Head/SENCo)   

 
Nominated Child Protection Governor: 

Mrs Caroline O'Brien 
 

Headteacher: 
Mrs Babs Day  

Contact details: babs.day@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk 
  
Anti-bullying 
 

The school takes active steps to prevent bullying 
Where bullying might be happening the school takes steps to intervene and resolve any problems quickly. Bullying of any 
form is not tolerated. 
 
 
Esafety 
 

Search engines and technologies offer access to almost limitless information from a wide range of sources. With such pow-
erful tools available it is important to educate pupils on how online searches work and how to get the best out of online 
searching. In school we follow the SMART rules. 
S – stay safe; do not give out personal information online. 
M – meeting; remember online friends are still strangers. 
A – accepting; accepting emails, IM messages, etc. from strangers can contain viruses. 
R – reliable; always check the information you find online with someone you can trust. 
T – tell; always tell an adult if someone or something makes you uncomfortable when you are online. 
 
 
Core Learning Skills Curriculum 
 

This term the Early Years and Primary children have been developing their independence and responsibility. They have 
been learning about our ABCD Code of Conduct, if you would like a copy of this Code please ask you child's class teach-
er. They have also taken more responsibility for their own actions and many jobs around the school! 

 



Bug Club! 

What is it? A reading programme that we are 

using in school to help teach reading.  Carefully 

graded reading books and eBooks children can 

access eBooks via a personalised web-

site https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/

login?c=0  

Bug club can now be accessed through an iPad or tablet.  Please see 

your child's class teacher for your child's login and password details. 

Hearing aid and Cochlear Implant  

Processor Batteries 

Please can you remember to send in a pack of 

replacement batteries to be kept in school .... we 

get through them in the term! 

Gromit & Morph Class, don’t forget that next 

terms After School Club will be ICT.   It’ll still be 

same day and same time.  Please let the office 

know if you wish to attend. 

Absences 
 

Please see our Attendance policy on our school website, if you would like a copy of this policy please contact the school of-
fice. 
 

If your child is unwell and won’t be in school, it is very important that you contact us to let us know as soon as possible.  You 
can do this is several ways. 
 

Primary      Secondary  
Tel: 0117 9030 366     Tel: 0117 952 7170 
Text: 07891 898 188     Text: 07772332 604 
Email: elmfield.info@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk Email: elmfield.info@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk 

 

When your child does not turn up at school, the office will text you in the morning to remind you that you need to contact 
us. Please be aware that you cannot text back directly to the message. 
 

It is important that we can account for your child for safety reasons. 
 

If you fail to contact the school, then your child will be marked in the register as an unauthorised 
absence.  Too many unauthorised absences may lead to a penalty notice and a fine. 
 

If your child has a tummy bug that makes them sick and/or affects their bowels, please keep 
them at home for 48 hours after the last time they were sick, so that they don’t accidentally pass 
the bug on to other pupils and staff. Thank you.    

mailto:amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk
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