
 

Elmfield School for Deaf Children 
SEN Information Report  

 
The SEND Code of Practice 2014 requires schools to publish a SEN information 

report (clause 65 of the Act). 

Section 1 

What kinds of Special Educational needs does Elmfield School for Deaf Children make 
provision for? 

Elmfield School for Deaf Children is a Special School for pupils/students aged 2-16 years who 
are deaf with a range of hearing impairments. The school has 3 departments: Early Years (2-
5 years), Primary (5-11 years) and Secondary (11-16 years), based on 2 different sites.  The 
Early Years and Primary Departments are based at Greystoke Avenue, Westbury-on-Trym, 
Bristol. BS10 6AY and the Secondary Department is co-located with Fairfield High School, 
Allfoxton Road, Horfield, Bristol BS7 9NL. The school follows a sign bilingual and bicultural 
approach to the education of its pupils.  This is an approach to teaching and learning which 
uses British Sign Language (BSL), spoken and written English. Both languages are valued 
equally. Each child is treated as an individual and we are committed to meeting their 
individual language and learning needs.  Elmfield School recognises that each pupil is 
different and we aim to meet the needs of all children including those with a range of 
complex needs in addition to their deafness. 
 

 

Section 2 

How does Elmfield School for Deaf Children identify and assess my child’s special 
educational needs? 

At Elmfield School we aim to be open and honest with you and we want you to feel able to 
be the same with us. If you are concerned about your child’s development then please come 
and talk to us. It is important that you talk to your child’s class teacher (primary) or tutor 
(secondary) first and then they will liaise with the school Special Educational Needs 
Coordinator (SENCo. However, if you prefer, you can ask directly for an appointment with 
the SENCo or a senior leader. All pupils at Elmfield School have a Statement of Special 
Educational Needs or an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and these are reviewed 
annually. Some pupils may come to Elmfield School on an assessment place before their 
EHCP is finalised. Pupils are regularly assessed against their prior learning and their progress 
is monitored continually by their teachers. Pupils work towards meeting the agreed 
outcomes outlined in their Annual Review of their Statement/EHCP which are then 
identified in their Individual Learning Plan (ILP).  
 
Class teachers, tutors and senior leaders monitor progress of pupils and identify those 
requiring additional support. Where additional concerns are raised about a pupil, further 
assessments will take place and advice will be obtained from outside agencies. The school 
works closely with other professionals to identify any additional needs. These include: 



Speech and Language Therapists (SALT), Educational Psychologists (EP), Occupational 
Therapists (OT), Physiotherapists (PT) and National Deaf  Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (NDCAMHS) 
 

 

Section 3 

a) How does the school evaluate the effectiveness of provision for pupils with Special 
Educational Needs? 

We have a school system of reviewing our provision drawing on evidence from a clear 
analysis of pupil needs, their progress and abilities by looking at: 
 
1. Teachers’ assessment and experience of the pupil. 
2. Information on pupil progress, attainment, and behaviour. 
3. Individual pupil’s development in comparison to their peers.  
4. The views and experience of parents/carers. 
5. The child/young person’s own views. 
6. Advice from external support services. 
 
Governors are involved in this process through the reporting and examination of progress, 
attainment and behaviour data. Any interventions which are supported by additional 
funding such as pupil premium are identified and tracked to ensure the impact is effective.  
 

b) How do I know how well my child is doing at school? 

We offer an open door policy at Elmfield and you are welcome to make an appointment to 
meet with your child’s class teacher/tutor or the SENCo at any time to discuss how your 
child is getting on. We can offer advice and practical ideas for how you can support your 
child at home. The class teacher (primary) and subject teachers (secondary) continually 
assesses your child and note areas where they are improving and where further support is 
needed. As a school we track children’s progress from entry in Nursery or Reception through 
to the end of Year 11. We meet with you as parents/carers each term to discuss your child, 
their ILP targets and to review their progress. In addition to this we also discuss progress 
and expectations for your child at Annual Reviews. In addition to the Annual review 
meeting, you will also receive an Annual Report in July of each year. We communicate with 
you regularly through our home school books and by email/texts/telephone. 
 

c) How will the staff support my child? How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s 
needs? 

Your child will be taught by a qualified (or training) Teacher of the Deaf, skilled in the use of 
British Sign Language (BSL) and may also be supported by a classroom Teaching Assistant 
(TA) who will work alongside your child to support their academic, social or communication 
skills development. The curriculum is modified and highly differentiated within each class.    
The targets outlined in your child’s ILP are regularly reviewed and included in daily activities 
to ensure that they are met. School staff are supported by Speech and Language Therapists, 
Physiotherapists, the school nurse and other external specialist teacher advisors where 
appropriate. 
 



d) How do you adapt the curriculum? 

The curriculum is delivered through a sign bilingual approach. Our curriculum has been 
reviewed in line with the new regulations for Curriculum 2014. Our aim is to provide a 
curriculum that is broad and balanced, relevant, visual and supports our young deaf children 
to develop their resourceful, reflective and creative skills to become proactive and 
independent members of society. In the primary school, in order to provide pupils with a 
breadth of experiences, some areas of the curriculum may be taught in collaboration with 
teachers from a local mainstream primary school. Your child may visit this alternative 
provision for sessions where they will work alongside hearing peers supported by their class 
teacher and support staff.  
 
In the secondary department a proportion of the curriculum is taught alongside hearing 
peers in Fairfield school.  Your child’s needs will be identified and he/she will be supported 
in the Fairfield classes by Communication Support Workers (CSWs) or Teaching Assistants. 
All teachers working with deaf children in Fairfield have relevant and up to date deaf 
equality training delivered by our staff. Your child will also receive 1:1 learning support time 
in which key vocabulary and concepts from mainstream lessons will be reinforced. In 
addition, your child will receive 1:1/small group BSL sessions with our school deaf Instructor. 
 

e) How is the decision made about the level of support my child receives? 

We ensure that the needs of all our pupils are met to the best of the school’s ability within 
the funds available. Initially, your child will have their needs identified through their 
Statement or Education Health Care Plan (EHCP).  Your child’s needs will be reviewed 
regularly and areas where additional support that may be needed will be identified and 
provided in order to benefit your child’s development and progress. The school budget is 
allocated on a needs basis.  The children who have the most complex needs are given the 
most support often involving 1:1 support from a TA. 
 

f) How will my child be included in activities outside the school curriculum including trips? 

At Elmfield we believe that trips and visits are essential for our pupils to make links and 
connect their learning. Every child is included in all aspects of the curriculum. We aim for all 
children to be included on school trips and be offered residential opportunities. Provision is 
differentiated to meet the needs of all pupils. We will provide the necessary support to 
ensure that your child is able to fully access the activities. A risk assessment is carried out 
prior to any off site activity to ensure everyone’s health and safety is not compromised.  In 
the unlikely event that it is considered unsafe for a child to take part in an activity, then 
alternative activities which will cover the same curriculum areas will be provided in school. A 
range of after school activities is provided for Key Stage 2, 3 & 4 pupils and all pupils in these 
age groups are invited to join these sessions. 
 

g) What support is there for my child’s overall well-being? 

We are an inclusive school. We welcome and celebrate diversity. All staff believe that 
children having high self-esteem is crucial to their well-being. We have a caring and 
understanding team looking after all our children. The class teacher (primary) or tutor 
(secondary) has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child 
in their class. Your child’s class teacher (primary) or tutor (secondary) is therefore your first 
point of contact if you have concerns about your child’s well-being. If further support is 



required your child’s class teacher (primary) or tutor (secondary) liaises with the SENCo or a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team. This may mean involving outside agencies e.g 
School Nurses, Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists, National Deaf CAMHS  team and 
other external agencies. In most situations, parental/carer’s consent will be obtained before 
we make referrals to outside agencies. If your child has any medical issues, we work closely 
with medical practitioners and will discuss with you a Health Care Plan.  
 
We have a robust safeguarding policy and protocol in place.  Pupils’ health and well-being is 
paramount. Personal Care is conducted discreetly and with dignity, fostering independence 
whenever possible. If your child requires additional support with the development of their 
emotional or behavioural skills, they may be assigned a key worker/mentor to whom they 
can go in times of need. 
 
 

Sections 4 & 5 

What training is provided for staff supporting children and young people with SEN? 

Staff at Elmfield are all qualified in BSL. We are committed to ensuring that all staff achieve 
NVQ level 3 qualification as a minimum standard. Teachers undertake the mandatory 
Teacher of the deaf Qualification as soon after appointment as is possible within the 
statutory requirements of becoming qualified within three years of appointment. Some staff 
have undertaken further specialist professional development.  This includes regular updates 
and briefings on areas of need e.g. Dyslexia, Autism and Audiology training. We have a 
strategic continuous professional development programme which supports the needs of all 
our pupils. Specialist ICT applications and programmes are purchased to support deaf pupils 
as visual learners. Teaching Assistants also have a range of expertise in the areas of: 
Physiotherapy, Speech and Language therapy, tube feeding and Autism.  This is not an 
exclusive list and ongoing professional development is key to ensuring all staff remain 
updated and skilled. All teachers working with deaf children in Fairfield School have relevant 
and up to date deaf equality training delivered by our staff. 
 
 

Section 6 

How accessible is Elmfield School? 

Our Primary school is fully accessible for pupils, parents, carers, staff and visitors. We have 
an accessible toilet and safe changing facilities for children who require adult support. A 
flashing light and siren fire alarm system is fitted throughout the building. Our Secondary 
school is also fully accessible and has a lift to enable access to all areas of Fairfield School. 
On site BSL interpreters are available for those for whom English is not their first language. 
The school has a textphone, fax, text and email system. We ensure a rich learning 
environment for all learners with positive role models and culturally wide images and 
resources. Individual resources are adapted as required to meet the access requirements of 
all pupils. 
 
 

 

Sections 7 & 8 



 How are Parents/Carers involved in the school? 

We encourage all parents/carers of potential pupils to visit the school sites when they are 
deciding which school is their preferred choice. In the first term of each year we invite 
parents/carers into school to discuss the targets for their child and we hold a second 
parents’/carers’ consultation session later in the year. We will arrange an Annual Review 
meeting to discuss your child’s Statement or EHCP. There is an active PSFA (Parents, Staff 
and Friends Association). All parents, carers, friends and family members are welcome to 
join this group to support the school and one another. Throughout the year we hold many 
events that you will be invited to e.g. Parent/carer workshops, Harvest Service and the 
Christmas Show as well as family lunches and regular shared learning opportunities. You will 
also be invited to the Leaver’s Service in July and to other events during the year. 
Parents/carers are welcome to volunteer in classes in school on a regular basis or may be 
asked to join a school trip. 
 

How can you get involved and who should you contact? 

Contact your class teacher/tutor or the school office on 0117 903 0366.  If you would like to 
become a regular volunteer in school, please make an appointment to meet with Ms Fogwill 
to discuss volunteering opportunities in school. 
 

How do Parents/carers and children get involved in their education? 

We keep you informed of your child’s progress through regular parent/carer-teacher 
meetings and the Annual Review process.  We welcome your involvement in the setting and 
reviewing of targets for your child through their ILP. School staff welcome your involvement 
in supporting your child’s independent learning at home.  Helping your child to develop 
their reading and writing skills, mathematical and language skills is vital and we want to 
work in partnership with you. We also write to you in home – school books or ring/text you 
if needed and we hope you will also keep in touch with us in a similar way. The children play 
a strategic part and are involved in the running of the school through the school council. 
They are also involved in setting and discussing their own targets where appropriate. 
Parents/carers are notified early if we have any concerns and there is always a willingness to 
listen to any issues raised by you as parents/carers. Interpreters are provided for 
parents/carers for whom English is not their first language. 
 

 

Section 9 

What do I do if I have a concern about the school provision? 

In the first instance we encourage you to contact your child’s class teacher (primary) or 
tutor (secondary). If you still have concerns then please contact the Head Teacher.  In the 
unlikely event that your concern is not resolved then please contact our Chair of Governors.  
Ultimately, if the situation still cannot be resolved parents should contact their Local 
Authority. 
 
 

 

Sections 10 & 11 



What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

We work closely with a number of agencies to support your child’s needs. These include 
Cochlear Implant teams (CI), Educational Audiologists, Audiologists and Hearing Impairment 
Specialists. Physiotherapists, Occupational and Speech and Language Therapists.  We are 
supported by other specialist services including Visual Impairment and Multisensory 
Impairment teams, the Educational Psychology service, National Deaf Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (NDCAMHS) and Claremont Inclusion Service. Parents/Carers can 
also be supported by the Family Centre for Deaf Children and the National Deaf Children 
Society (NDCS) 

 

Section 12 

How do you prepare my child for joining your school or transferring to another school? 

We aim to support your child’s smooth transition to school. We think it is important for both 
parents/carers and pupils to come and have a look around our school prior to joining us. We 
will establish a transition programme in discussion with you that meets your child’s 
individual needs. If your child is transferring to us from another setting we will always 
endeavour to visit them at their current setting. If this is not possible we will liaise closely 
with the child’s current setting to ensure a smooth transition. When your child is preparing 
to leave us for a new school, typically to go to secondary education, enhanced transition 
arrangements are put in place. We liaise closely with staff when receiving and transferring 
children and young people to different schools ensuring all relevant paperwork is passed on 
and all needs are discussed and understood. An Annual Review meeting will be held to plan 
transition, to which we will invite staff from both schools and any outside agencies involved 
in supporting your child.  
 
In the primary department, at the end of each summer term, teachers meet to discuss 
pupils and support the transition from one class to the next ensuring that your child’s new 
teacher understands their needs and has a smooth transition process.  We will enhance this 
with social stories, visual aid picture books and extra visits if necessary.   
 
From Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 a carefully planned series of transition sessions prepares 
students for the move to secondary.  This includes visits to the secondary school throughout 
Years 5 and 6 building up to weekly visits during the final term of Year 6 to prepare pupils 
for the move to our co-located secondary site.  
 
Transitions to post 16 provisions are supported through links with colleges, work 
experience, college visits and work with the sensory support services transitions 
coordinator. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Section 13 



Where can I get further information about services for my child? 

Contact the school admin team to arrange to meet the Head Teacher Mrs Babs Day,  or one 
of the Assistant Head Teachers Ms Kate Fogwill , Jo White (SENCo Primary) or Michael 
Dennington (SENCo Secondary)  who will willingly discuss how the school could meet your 
child’s needs. The information in this report is Elmfield’s SEN Information Report and it 
forms a part of Bristol’s local offer which can be accessed at 
http://www.findabilitybristol.org.uk/  
 
 

http://www.findabilitybristol.org.uk/

