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ullamcorper nisl leo non. Morbi lacinia tellus  

tinin nulla. Donec consectetur ligula fringilla  

eros. Mauris porttitor erat sit amet libero.  

        Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique  

senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac tur 

pis egestas. Phasellus eget ipsum. Sed libero 

pede, lacinia vitae, consectetur non, dignis 

sim quis, justo. Curabitur nibh nibh, eleifend  

sit amet, rhoncus rhoncus, feugiat quis,  

mauris. Nullam ac arcu. Etiam feugiat gilla 

sapien. Morbi hendrerit varius enim. Nunc  

dapibus ligula vitae mi. Sed cursus eros ac  

elit. Vestibulum ornare luctus elit.  

 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consect 

etur adipiscing elit. Null consequat 

adipiscing tellus. Fusce sollicitudin 

venenatis felis. Nunc  

 iaculis scelerisque lacus. Donecit 

facilisis lectus id quam. Nullam dap 

ibus, est in convallis mollis, nonunc 

quam lobortis tellus, ferme ntum  

ongue dolor felis non neque. Suspe 

ndisse feugiat. Aliquam sit amet.  

 
         Phasellus sed nisl a libero  

feugiat posuere. Phasellus vitae diam 

in pede tincidunt ultrices. Vestibulum 

arcu. Integer aliquam nulla in nisl. 

Nunc fringilla. Nunc nec ipsum. Proin 

massa nunc,  porta commodo, blan 

dit eu, consequat sed, quam. In euis-

mod. Integer aliquet, pede vel sagittis 

viverra, dolor leo suscipit juo, sed 

ullamcorper nisl leo non metus. Morbi 

lacinia tellus in nul. Donec consect 

etur ligula fringilla eros. 

 

Not just the furnace,  

but the water heater  

too -- set it at 130  

to 140 degrees. Turn  

the setting to low or  

off when you leave for 

the weekend or for a 

long vacation, then put 

a note on your bath-

room mirror so you’ll 

remember to turn it  

up when you return. 

 

Washers can use more 

than 50 gallons of water 

per load, so avoid 

washing a lot of small 

loads whenever possible. 

Also, be sure to choose 

the  

lowest level of water 

needed for each load, use 

warm water instead  

of hot, and set the rinse 

cycle to use cold wate 

Employmet: 

Turn Down 
The Heat 

Keeping It 
Clean 
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Mon 5th January 
Start of Term 3 
 
Tue 20th January 
INSET DAY 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Fri 13th February 
End of Term 3 
 
Mon 23rd February 
Start of Term 4 
 
Fri 27th March 
End of Term 4 
 
Mon 13th April 
Start of Term 5 
 
Fri 22nd May 
End of Term 5 
 
Mon 1st June 
Start of Term 6 
 
Mon 20th July 
End of Term 6 
 

Glastonbury and Wells Trip 
 

On Thursday 21
st

 June, Secondary students along with two 
Primary students, went to Glastonbury and Wells for an 
exciting day of RE related learning. 
 

We drove to Glastonbury in time for a tour of the abbey, 
which was fascinating.  We learned about the history of the 
abbey and the church that predated it on the same site, and 
looked at the ancient carvings telling stories from the Bible.  
We were told the story of how Jesus and his uncle Joseph of 
Arimathea visited Glastonbury, and how Joseph’s wooden 
staff became the Glastonbury thorn, which we saw.  We 
stood on the spot where the bodies of King Arthur and his 
wife Guinevere were reputed to have been found.  We 
learned about the closure of the monasteries under Henry 
VIII, and how the stones were used to build houses in the 
local area. 
 

We then took part in a workshop where we learned about 
medieval dentistry.  Using a mortar and pestle, each student 
ground up cloves, salt and herbs into a powder, then added a 
few drops of water to make a paste.  This, when rubbed into 
a gum, had anesthetic and antiseptic properties, although the 
taste was quite a surprise.  We also had fun trying out the 
pillory. 
 

In the Abbot’s kitchen, we had a riveting talk from “Brother 
David”, who turned out not to be a monk at all, but a retired 
history teacher, about the ways the monks prepared food.  
We found out that the monastic life was harsh, but that the 
monks kept themselves going with their own produce.  
 

On the way home, we stopped in Wells, where we had a look 
around the cathedral, focusing in particular on the 
astronomical clock and the chapter house.  Ben was very 
interested in the acoustics of the chapter house and how the 
bishops would all be able to hear one another.  It is a 
particularly beautiful building and the students really 
appreciated the tranquility of it. 
 

In all it was a fantastic day, despite the rain, with a lovely, 
engaging, happy group of students, who will, I hope, take 
with them some enduring memories of everything they saw 
and learned. 
 

Miss Neill 
 

“That’s it Mr Ayshford.  

You’re staying there until 

you’ve learnt your lesson.” 

“Surely we’re having too much fun 

to be learning anything…” 
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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Well ,that Autumn term went quickly! 
 
It has been a joy to work with the wonderful Elmfield children and the dedicated 
staff and I have enjoyed getting to know them all.  I want to thank the parents who 
have been tremendously supportive as Governors and members of the Parent/Staff 
group helping me to settle in to school and progress with the work that needs to be 
done.  I look forward to meeting more of you, perhaps at some of the events we will 
be arranging for parents next year.   
 
Parent Governors have been assisting us to come up with some parent sessions (and 
maybe including ‘Elmfield TV’ which will be videos in a private area for parents on 
the www) that will be useful to you as a parent of a deaf child. I would be delighted if 
you would contribute to this work by completing and returning the Parent 
Questionnaire attached to this newsletter.  So… watch this space! 
 
There have been some great events, trips and visits and I would encourage you all to 
look at the website and Facebook regularly to get a flavour of some of the things that 
happen on both sites to make the education wide, exciting and varied and full of 
experiences to remember.  The addition this term of dance classes and drumming to 
enrich the curriculum have been very well-received by the children.  At secondary 
there have been some great trips and performances to be proud of and all pupils 
making good progress towards their adult futures. 
 
They say that ‘education is what’s left in your life when you forget all the things you 
learned in school’ and our children are well on the way, through the Core Learning 
Skills embraced here at Elmfield, to becoming resilient, resourceful learners with 
independence of mind and a strong character!  This is what our children need to 
learn when they will be in jobs that haven’t been invented yet and working into the 
2070s!  Nothing like a bit of philosophising at Christmas! 
 
Have a wonderful holiday … plenty of rest and recuperation and let’s look forward to 
2015 and all that will bring.  Happy Christmas and New Year to you all. 
 

Babs Day 
Interim Executive Headteacher  

 

Welcome 
 
Butterfly class are delighted that two 
new children have joined their class 
this term. A very warm welcome to 
Tinksie and Tommy. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Anti-bullying week 
 
This term we celebrated anti-bullying week with lots of different activities going on in classes. Also 
we had two whole school assemblies discussing and celebrating being good and saying nice 
things/complements to each other. We all agreed to continue doing this :-) 
For more information please see http://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/ for more information. 
 

Chepstow Castle 

Scorpion class visited Chepstow Castle as part of their work learning about the Norman 

Invasion. The children were able to practise their arrows using the arrow slits and were even 

chased away from the castle by a bad Norman in the shape of Ms Freyer. 

Cinema Visit 

We had an exciting start to the term when we joined lots of 

other schools on a visit to the film festival at the Vue 

cinema in Longwell Green. The children watched ‘Escape 

from Planet Earth’ which made us all laugh. Such a treat on 

our first day back! 

http://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning About Owls 

Butterfly Class have been looking at the book Owl Babies this term and the children have loved watching 

the story in BSL, listening to it in spoken English and telling each other the story and joining in the repeated 

phrases. They particularly loved jumping up and down with excitement when the mother owl returns 

home! We have made models of owls and created owls using different mathematical shapes. We have 

done some research about different types of owls and how they live and what they eat. We visited the 

Hawk and Owl trust in Portishead and found out lots of information about owls, saw four different types 

and examined owl pellets to discover what owls like to eat. We donated £10 to the trust who said they 

would set up an owl box with the school's name on and will let us know where it will be placed and inform 

us when it is used by local owls. We have also sent a copy of the book home with children with a signed CD 

of the story and the BSL signs and phrases that will help the children and parents share the story at home.  
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After School Club for KS2 pupils in Grasshopper and Scorpion classes starts back on Tuesday 6th 
January 3pm - 3.45pm. During term 3 this will be a session of chess and board games!  Please 
ensure that you have completed and returned the permission form and that you have made 
arrangements for your child's collection at 3.45pm 
  
Swimming  
EYs and primary pupils will be swimming at Henbury Leisure Centre on a Wednesday morning 
during term 3 and 4 starting on January 7th.  Children will need to bring swimming clothes and a 
towel each week. 
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Hens 
 

Elmfield pupils have continued to enjoy looking after our chickens, 
Toffee and Inky. They have taken the responsibility for feeding the 
hens and providing daily water as well as the less enviable task of 
clearing up the mess they have left in their hutch and scattered 
round the secret garden. All the classes have used the eggs to make 
cakes and Butterfly class have used the eggs and the bread they 
make to have fried egg and homemade bread snacks.  Mrs Ariho has 
also used them to make a lovely omelette which Mrs Craig used for 
our breakfast club. 
 



  

 

Students from Elmfield Secondary enjoyed a 
trip to Boiling Wells, which is part of St. 
Werburgh's City Farm, during an After School 
Club session. They prepared and made pizzas 
before cooking them in the outside cob oven 
and then enjoyed eating them! 

Drumming and Stomp 

We have been very lucky this term as Simon Carver from Bristol Plays Music has been coming in and 

teaching drumming to the younger children and helping the older children create their own music using 

household materials. 
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ACORNS party 
The children in Butterfly class were invited to ACORNS party run by the Sensory Support Team 
last week. It was lovely for children who had previously attended ACORNS to return and see 
their friends, and all the children enjoyed Christmas games and Christmas party food. They also 
had a special visit from Father Christmas.  
 

Severe Weather  

The winter is upon us and as always we have to consider the possibility of snow.  At all times we 
will try to keep the school open, as this is in the best interests of the children’s learning.  However, 
we do know that sometimes circumstances are beyond our control.  We must make decisions 
based on safety.   
 
If the school is closed, we will send you a text message from our online texting serviceTeachers2 
Parents to inform you of this.  Please be aware that you cannot reply to the messages. It is 
important we have your most up to date mobile number so that we can contact you in this way. If 
your mobile number has changed recently, please contact school to check that we have the right 
number for you. 
 
Please also be aware that transport services may not run or may need to collect children early from 
school. You will need to check details of this with the taxi companies yourself, although we will also 
try and give you as much information as possible. 
 
School closure details will be broadcast on the following radio stations: BBC Radio Bristol - 94.9FM 
& Heart Radio - 96.3FM. You can also go on the Elmfield website www.elmfield.bristol.sch.uk to 
check if we are closed. 
 



  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Play 

This year at Elmfield, we nearly had a ‘Christmas Crisis’!  

Our Christmas play was two-for-the-price-of-one as all our classes came together for a stellar performance 

of acting, song and dance.  

Scorpion and Grasshopper had a dilemma that was set to throw a spanner into the works of everyone’s 

Christmas plans; their bus broke down before their Christmas play! Whilst they were thinking about what 

to do, Ladybird and Butterfly classes performed ‘Little Robin Red Vest’ and showed us true meaning of the 

festive season; giving to others. Crisis averted and the characters putting their selfish ways aside to come 

together, they made it back in time for the school Christmas play. 

Well done to all the children as their hard work and dedication! Their effort in character roles, learning 

lines and perfecting dance steps did not go unnoticed!   

Thank you to all the parents, families, governors, friends and Oasis New Oak Academy for coming and 

sharing this special Christmas season with us.  

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 
From all at Elmfield School!! 

Many thanks to Berkeley Wilde and Sarah-Louise Pinter for leading our LGBT training. 

Thanks also to the parents, governors and staff who attended this training.  If you would like 
to see a copy of the Power Point from the training, please go to the website and click the link.   

Finally, thanks to Lin from the Family Centre and Bethany White for running the creche for us. 

 


