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ullamcorper nisl leo non. Morbi lacinia tellus  

tinin nulla. Donec consectetur ligula fringilla  

eros. Mauris porttitor erat sit amet libero.  

 

 

        Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique  

senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac tur 

pis egestas. Phasellus eget ipsum. Sed libero 

pede, lacinia vitae, consectetur non, dignis 

sim quis, justo. Curabitur nibh nibh, eleifend  

sit amet, rhoncus rhoncus, feugiat quis,  

mauris. Nullam ac arcu. Etiam feugiat gilla 

sapien. Morbi hendrerit varius enim. Nunc  

dapibus ligula vitae mi. Sed cursus eros ac  

elit. Vestibulum ornare luctus elit.  

 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consect 

etur adipiscing elit. Null consequat 

adipiscing tellus. Fusce sollicitudin 

venenatis felis. Nunc  

 iaculis scelerisque lacus. Donecit 

facilisis lectus id quam. Nullam dap 

ibus, est in convallis mollis, nonunc 

quam lobortis tellus, ferme ntum  

ongue dolor felis non neque. Suspe 

ndisse feugiat. Aliquam sit amet.  

 
         Phasellus sed nisl a libero  

feugiat posuere. Phasellus vitae diam 

in pede tincidunt ultrices. Vestibulum 

arcu. Integer aliquam nulla in nisl. 

Nunc fringilla. Nunc nec ipsum. Proin 

massa nunc,  porta commodo, blan 

dit eu, consequat sed, quam. In euis-

mod. Integer aliquet, pede vel sagittis 

viverra, dolor leo suscipit juo, sed 

ullamcorper nisl leo non metus. Morbi 

lacinia tellus in nul. Donec consect 

etur ligula fringilla eros. 

 

Not just the furnace,  

but the water heater  

too -- set it at 130  

to 140 degrees. Turn  

the setting to low or  

off when you leave for 

the weekend or for a 

long vacation, then put 

a note on your bath-

room mirror so you’ll 

remember to turn it  

up when you return. 

 

Washers can use more 

than 50 gallons of water 

per load, so avoid 

washing a lot of small 

loads whenever possible. 

Also, be sure to choose 

the  

lowest level of water 

needed for each load, use 

warm water instead  

of hot, and set the rinse 

cycle to use cold wate 

 

Employmet: 

Turn Down 
The Heat 

Keeping It 
Clean 
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Mon 23rd February 
Start of Term 4 
 
Fri 27th March 
End of Term 4 
 
Mon 13th April 
Start of Term 5 
 
Fri 22nd May 
End of Term 5 
 
Mon 1st June 
Start of Term 6 
 
Fri 17th July 
End of Term 6  
 
Mon 20th July 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff training 

Glastonbury and Wells Trip 
 

On Thursday 21
st

 June, Secondary students along with two 
Primary students, went to Glastonbury and Wells for an 
exciting day of RE related learning. 
 

We drove to Glastonbury in time for a tour of the abbey, 
which was fascinating.  We learned about the history of the 
abbey and the church that predated it on the same site, and 
looked at the ancient carvings telling stories from the Bible.  
We were told the story of how Jesus and his uncle Joseph of 
Arimathea visited Glastonbury, and how Joseph’s wooden 
staff became the Glastonbury thorn, which we saw.  We 
stood on the spot where the bodies of King Arthur and his 
wife Guinevere were reputed to have been found.  We 
learned about the closure of the monasteries under Henry 
VIII, and how the stones were used to build houses in the 
local area. 
 

We then took part in a workshop where we learned about 
medieval dentistry.  Using a mortar and pestle, each student 
ground up cloves, salt and herbs into a powder, then added a 
few drops of water to make a paste.  This, when rubbed into 
a gum, had anesthetic and antiseptic properties, although the 
taste was quite a surprise.  We also had fun trying out the 
pillory. 
 

In the Abbot’s kitchen, we had a riveting talk from “Brother 
David”, who turned out not to be a monk at all, but a retired 
history teacher, about the ways the monks prepared food.  
We found out that the monastic life was harsh, but that the 
monks kept themselves going with their own produce.  
 

On the way home, we stopped in Wells, where we had a look 
around the cathedral, focusing in particular on the 
astronomical clock and the chapter house.  Ben was very 
interested in the acoustics of the chapter house and how the 
bishops would all be able to hear one another.  It is a 
particularly beautiful building and the students really 
appreciated the tranquility of it. 
 

In all it was a fantastic day, despite the rain, with a lovely, 
engaging, happy group of students, who will, I hope, take 
with them some enduring memories of everything they saw 
and learned. 
 

Miss Neill 
 

“That’s it Mr Ayshford.  

You’re staying there until 

you’ve learnt your lesson.” 

 

“Surely we’re having too much fun 

to be learning anything…” 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Happy New Year to you all!  I’m not sure you can say that in February and 

especially now that we are heading to the end of the first term already. 

We have avoided snow up to now (sigh of relief) but it is still possible so 

please make sure you consult the school website for information as soon as 

you think school may be affected.  We will do our best to avoid closure and 

we will text you as soon as we know. 

There are some really interesting curriculum events happening next term and 

I encourage you all to watch the website and Facebook page to see all the 

things going on.  We have a Heritage Week on the first week back , where 

pupils will be learning all about their deaf Heritage and participating in visits 

and trips and learning from Deaf ‘elders’ about people’s lives and building. 

Mr Dennington is organising a great Science week in March ‘What is it made 

of?’ 

On Wednesday 11th February the NDCS Listening Bus came to The House and 

we had some slots in the day for our pupils to learn about the latest 

technology. 

Babs Day 

Interim Executive Headteacher  
 
 

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 

Thank you to Carolyn Lonergan (Parent Governor) for organising and collating the responses. 50% of you 

replied, and I would be delighted if anyone else wants to share their views about school. 

This is what we found out:  

Most of you would like to attend some sort of conversational class at about 11am on one morning during the 

week. 

There was lots of interest in us creating signed stories for you to use at home. However there was less 

interest in ‘how to…’ videos.  

You all feel that your children are happy and secure in school. 

                                    

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dance with Imogen 

Starting at the end of last year, our fantastic dance teacher Imogen has been working 

with all our classes and our children are thoroughly enjoying themselves on Wednesday 

afternoons. 

Butterfly and Ladybird have been learning a dance for the song ‘Bear Necessities’. They 

have been learning how movement, body control and expression help them become like 

real bears!  

Grasshopper and Scorpion have been acquiring and developing their dance skills by 

learning about tactics and composition and using these skills to create a performance. 

We were unable to represent the school at the ‘Stages’ event at the Colston Hall this 
year, but we are very optimistic for ‘Stages 2016’. So that means lots of practice with 
Imogen in the meantime!    
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Early Years 
 
Butterfly class have created their own café this term. The children have 
been deciding what they would like to order from a menu, serving tables 
and taking orders. They have also been working in the kitchen making sure 
the orders are made up correctly. We have even had some very keen 
children wanting to wash up. When it has been our turn to look after the 
chickens, Inky and Toffee,  we have enjoyed having egg and toast on the 
menu! 
  
 

Early Years and Primary House Points 
 
All our teams managed to collect over 100 points 
this term. However the winning team was Dyott 
house, with 105 points! Well done to all Dyott 
team members. 
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Happy Birthday to Tinksie who was three in 
January. 
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After School Club for KS2 pupils in Grasshopper and Scorpion classes starts back on Tuesday 24th February 
3pm - 3.45pm. During term 4 this will be a session of cooking!  Please ensure that you have completed and 
returned the permission form and that you have made arrangements for your child's collection at 3.45pm 
  
Swimming  
EYs and primary pupils will be swimming at Henbury Leisure Centre on a Wednesday morning during term 4 
starting on February 25th.  Children will need to bring swimming clothes and a towel each week. 
 
Reminder 
Please can you send replacement batteries and hearing aid tubing into school for your child.  We regularly 
replace batteries and retube hearing aids in school  and stocks are getting low.  Your child has an individual 
storage box and their items are kept for their use. 

 
Attendance 
This is a really important aspect of school life and the Education Department have asked us not to authorise 
any absences in term time for holidays.  I know that our pupils have more medical appointments with 
implants, audiology and paediatric visits, but please support us by making any possible out of school hours 
or in the holidays…or at the start or end of a school day and bring them afterwards if you can. 
 
The statistics for absence are shocking to read- 90% attendance means that a child has missed 4 weeks of 
the school year.  They are less confident and feel less part of the social group because they miss things.  
Being ready for school with all their kit for the day ahead, refreshed and prepared is the best you can do as 
parents to support them in school. 

 

Drumming 
We have had another fantastic term of drumming with 
Simon Carver from 'Bristol Plays Music' this term. 
Butterfly Class and Ladybird class have been learning 
about creating and copying different rhythms related to 
their names and different animals. We have also used 
the drums to tell the story of 'We're Going On a Bear 
Hunt,' using the drums to set the scene and to show 
how the family move through the different terrains. 
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PARENTS FORUM 

I would like to ask if some parents will volunteer to 

come and join me for some discussions about 

various school issues and policies and share their 

views?  Let me know if you would be available for a 

first meeting on Wednesday 25th February at 2-

00pm.  If you would like to come for a cup of tea and 

arrange with the taxi company if you wish to take 

your child home at 3-00pm. 

 

4 

 



  

  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Christmas  Science visit  

@Bristol, accompanied by 

Amie’s dreaded Noisy Sweater, 

and Post-Christmas drama 

workshop organised by 

Deafinitely Theatre Company. 

 

Charlie is an actor and she 

came to the school to work 

with deaf students to do the 

workshop  with Fairfield and 

Elmfield deaf students. What I 

liked best was when we dressed 

up with hats to scare other 

people away from the bench 

and it was quite funny. 

Everyone laughed and we 

pretended to use the real 

object as a different object like 

guns, flowers, hats, eye patch 

and that’s it.   Cory 
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                                                                                                    After School Club 

  This term the children have been enjoying learning and 

improving their chess skills or playing a variety of board 

games.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RED NOSE DAY 2015 
 
The School Council would like to invite children and staff to come to school with a 'funny face' in aid of red nose day 
on the 13th March. Face paints, red noses, silly glasses, silly hats/wigs, anything that will bring a smile! School uniform 
does not have to be worn on that day.  
 
Suggestion of a £1 donation to the charity. 

Learning Skills 
  
This term we have all been Becoming Better Learners by exploring what helps 
us learn and keeping going when things get tough! 
Next term we will be learning to understand ourselves and each other, and 
trying to solve problems together.   
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Bug Club 
 
At Elmfield School we use Bug Club to support reading at home. 

Your child has a username and password to access the Bug Club website. Please see your 

child's class teacher if you require this information again. 

 The site has been demonstrated to the children and your child's class teacher is be able to 

log into the teacher page to see which books each child has read, whether they answered the 

quiz and look at the smiley face to see whether your child enjoyed that book.  

 They are also able to allocate new books to your child, when they have run out of books to read or they feel they 

need a different book. 

 Although there are several books for your child to choose from please do not feel that they all have to be done in 

one night, they don't. It is far better to take your time and choose one to share together and use this to supplement 

the reading book that is in your child's book bag. 

 Please don't hesitate to ask your child's class teacher if you have any questions or need help accessing the site. 

Check out the website http://www.bugclub.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   World Book Day 2015, Reading with your child session & Parent 
Consultation meetings 

  
World Book Day will be taking place at Elmfield on Thursday 5th March. 
Your child can come to school dressed as their favourite literary book 
character. Suggested donation of £1 will go to Book Aid International. 
 
Also on this day we would love you to join us for the morning. You are 
welcome to come for a welcome coffee from 9am, then join us for our 
annual ‘Book character parade’ assembly. At 10am Babs and Kate will 
welcome you to a session about reading with your deaf child/ren. Finally 
you will be involved in reading activities and Parent Consultation meetings 
with your child and their class teacher. 
 
Parent-teachers meetings can also be booked from 3-6pm on 5th March. 
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NDCAMHS 
From February, there is a Mental Health Clinic based at Elmfield Primary School every Wednesday and Thursday, 
9am-5pm. The clinic is being run by members of staff from the South West branch of the National Deaf Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Service (NDCAMHS) - Jessica  Smith and Monica Cherryson are Family Support Workers 
and Terri Gladman is a Mental Health Nurse:  
" We hope that providing a clinic in the Bristol area will enable us to see more families, more often as well as increase 

awareness and access to mental health support for deaf families and children, or hearing children of deaf parents in 

and around the Bristol area. We will be working closely with other local services including children's mental health 

teams (CAMHS) and teachers of deaf children (ToD). The Elmfield Clinic will provide a base for us to work from, so 

that we can go out to see families and children locally in their homes, GP surgery or Schools, as well as offer 

assessments and appointments in the Clinic itself."  

 For further information about the service and how to access support, please check out our website: 

http://www.dcfs.org.uk/families/how-to-make-a-referral/ 

 We are also running a Parenting Workshop joint with NDCS that will be happening at Elmfield school from 10-1 on 

the:  

28
th

 February, 7
th

 March, 21
st
 March, 18

th
 April, 25

th
 April & 9

th
 May 

  

Each session has a different topic so we advise to attend as many as you can. Alongside the parenting workshops we 

have children’s activities and a crèche to keep everybody busy! For more information or to book to attend please 

contact Jessica.smith2@sompar.nhs.uk  
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Parents’ Coffee Morning and polish up your BSL      

We are planning to establish a Parents’ Room where 

you can come in and have a coffee and meet up with 

other parents.  I am also arranging for a BSL tutor and 

a variety of fluent signers to come and lead some 

conversation in BSL at whatever level you are working.  

It is going to be informal and relaxed and no exams! 

WATCH THIS SPACE!!! 

 
 

Pupil’s Property 

Please can you label your child’s belongings e.g. coats, 

hats, gloves, P.E kit’s & bags. 

Thank you 

 
 

http://www.dcfs.org.uk/families/how-to-make-a-referral/
mailto:ica.smith2@sompar.nhs.uk


  

Safer Internet 2015  

On 12th February Ladybird, Grasshopper and Scorpion classes learnt 

about E-safety. They have been learning about the safe and 

responsible use of online technology and mobile phones for young 

children and for young people. 

Please see website for information and photo’s.   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Looking Ahead Term 4 
 
Mon 23rd Feb - Heritage Week 
Thu 26th Feb - Y10 Parents Evening 
4.30-7.30pm 
Thu 5th Mar – World Book Day dress 
up as favourite character  
Parent consultations tbc 
Tue 10th March – Mothers & 
Grandmothers Day Lunch! 
Letter to follow. 
Fri 13th Mar – Red Nose Day 
Thu 19th Mar - Y11 Parents Eve. 
4.30-7.30pm 
Mon 23rd Mar – Science Week 
Wed 25th Feb – Parents Forum 

Thu 26th Mar – Y7-8 Trip to 

Coombe Dingle  
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Grasshopper – our work on forces, 

pushes & pulls, helped in our DT 

project on making puppets. The 

children have really persisted with 

making their puppets and the results 

are fantastic! 

Have a great half term. 

From everyone at Elmfield. 
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