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ullamcorper nisl leo non. Morbi lacinia tellus  

tinin nulla. Donec consectetur ligula fringilla  

eros. Mauris porttitor erat sit amet libero.  

 

 

        Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique  

senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac tur 

pis egestas. Phasellus eget ipsum. Sed libero 

pede, lacinia vitae, consectetur non, dignis 

sim quis, justo. Curabitur nibh nibh, eleifend  

sit amet, rhoncus rhoncus, feugiat quis,  

mauris. Nullam ac arcu. Etiam feugiat gilla 

sapien. Morbi hendrerit varius enim. Nunc  

dapibus ligula vitae mi. Sed cursus eros ac  

elit. Vestibulum ornare luctus elit.  

 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consect 

etur adipiscing elit. Null consequat 

adipiscing tellus. Fusce sollicitudin 

venenatis felis. Nunc  

 iaculis scelerisque lacus. Donecit 

facilisis lectus id quam. Nullam dap 

ibus, est in convallis mollis, nonunc 

quam lobortis tellus, ferme ntum  

ongue dolor felis non neque. Suspe 

ndisse feugiat. Aliquam sit amet.  

 
         Phasellus sed nisl a libero  

feugiat posuere. Phasellus vitae diam 

in pede tincidunt ultrices. Vestibulum 

arcu. Integer aliquam nulla in nisl. 

Nunc fringilla. Nunc nec ipsum. Proin 

massa nunc,  porta commodo, blan 

dit eu, consequat sed, quam. In euis-

mod. Integer aliquet, pede vel sagittis 

viverra, dolor leo suscipit juo, sed 

ullamcorper nisl leo non metus. Morbi 

lacinia tellus in nul. Donec consect 

etur ligula fringilla eros. 

 

Not just the furnace,  

but the water heater  

too -- set it at 130  

to 140 degrees. Turn  

the setting to low or  

off when you leave for 

the weekend or for a 

long vacation, then put 

a note on your bath-

room mirror so you’ll 

remember to turn it  

up when you return. 

 

Washers can use more 

than 50 gallons of water 

per load, so avoid 

washing a lot of small 

loads whenever possible. 

Also, be sure to choose 

the  

lowest level of water 

needed for each load, use 

warm water instead  

of hot, and set the rinse 

cycle to use cold wate 

 

Employmet: 

Turn Down 
The Heat 

Keeping It 
Clean 
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Fri 17th July 
E1 Leavers Assembly 
End of Term 6  
 

Mon 20th July 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff training 
 

Tues 1st September 
Wed 2nd September 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff training 
 

Thurs 3rd September 
First day of Term 1 
for pupils 
 

Wed 23rd September 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff training 
 
 

Wed 21st October 
End of Term 1 
 

Mon 2nd November 
Start of Term 2 
 

Fri 18th December 
End of Term 2 
 

Mon 2nd January 
Start of Term 3 
 

Fri 5th February 
End of Term 3 
 

Mon 15th February 
Start of term 4 
 

Thu 24th March 
End of Term 4 
 

Mon 11th April 
Strat of Term 5 
 

Fri 27th May 
End of Term 5 
 

Mon 6th June 
Strat of Term 6  
 

Fri 22nd July 
End of Term 6 
 

 

Glastonbury and Wells Trip 
 

On Thursday 21
st

 June, Secondary students along with two 
Primary students, went to Glastonbury and Wells for an 
exciting day of RE related learning. 
 

We drove to Glastonbury in time for a tour of the abbey, 
which was fascinating.  We learned about the history of the 
abbey and the church that predated it on the same site, and 
looked at the ancient carvings telling stories from the Bible.  
We were told the story of how Jesus and his uncle Joseph of 
Arimathea visited Glastonbury, and how Joseph’s wooden 
staff became the Glastonbury thorn, which we saw.  We 
stood on the spot where the bodies of King Arthur and his 
wife Guinevere were reputed to have been found.  We 
learned about the closure of the monasteries under Henry 
VIII, and how the stones were used to build houses in the 
local area. 
 

We then took part in a workshop where we learned about 
medieval dentistry.  Using a mortar and pestle, each student 
ground up cloves, salt and herbs into a powder, then added a 
few drops of water to make a paste.  This, when rubbed into 
a gum, had anesthetic and antiseptic properties, although the 
taste was quite a surprise.  We also had fun trying out the 
pillory. 
 

In the Abbot’s kitchen, we had a riveting talk from “Brother 
David”, who turned out not to be a monk at all, but a retired 
history teacher, about the ways the monks prepared food.  
We found out that the monastic life was harsh, but that the 
monks kept themselves going with their own produce.  
 

On the way home, we stopped in Wells, where we had a look 
around the cathedral, focusing in particular on the 
astronomical clock and the chapter house.  Ben was very 
interested in the acoustics of the chapter house and how the 
bishops would all be able to hear one another.  It is a 
particularly beautiful building and the students really 
appreciated the tranquility of it. 
 

In all it was a fantastic day, despite the rain, with a lovely, 
engaging, happy group of students, who will, I hope, take 
with them some enduring memories of everything they saw 
and learned. 
 

Miss Neill 
 

“That’s it Mr Ayshford.  

You’re staying there until 

you’ve learnt your lesson.” 

 

“Surely we’re having too much fun 

to be learning anything…” 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Well, where did that year go? 
 

And what a year it has been! I have really enjoyed working with this great little 
school this year and meeting the children, staff and families.  In fact, when the 
Governors asked me to stay on for another year, I very happily accepted.  
 

The proof of a good pudding is in the eating – and so the result of a good school is 
in the outcomes – and this year we have had great outcomes for our Primary 
School leavers.   
 

An Elmfield School education has led to a minimum of Level 3 for pupils who took 
their SATs tests and Level 4 in English and Maths for one pupil.  Level 4 is the 
expected outcome for mainstream pupils. It shows that we have the capacity to 
make this happen.  We don’t have the secondary school results yet for our leavers 
but we said goodbye to two confident young people going on to colleges to do car 
maintenance and construction courses.  
 

July always sees some changes and we say goodbye to Freya McLuckie, our In-
House Interpreter, but hopefully we shall see plenty of her as a freelance. We also 
say a temporary goodbye to Sarah Morris, CSW at Secondary, who leaves to have a 
baby.   
 
I am hoping that we shall soon have some news about our new prospective school 
for co-location. I hope to be setting up consultation meetings for groups of parents, 
staff, pupils and the deaf community to look at what the new primary school will be 
like and to put our new aspirations into bricks and mortar and planning.  The 
Governors are working hard for us all and have been fully involved in the planning 
process – even though it does seem to go so slowly, it is important that the right 
process is followed and we make the right decisions as part of Bristol City Council. 
So watch this space – 2015-16 will be very exciting! 
 
This year we have started quite a few new initiatives and I want to thank parents 
and families for their support in all that we do. There will be a change to the time 
and the day of the parents’ BSL session to Wednesday mornings at 9.30 – 10.30am. 
the first parents’ signing class will be Wednesday 9th September at 9.30am in the 
parents’ room here at Primary. Let’s hope more can make that time? I am keen to 
start the Parents’ Forum and thought I would connect the sessions as so many of 
you come from so far.  We shall plan the first Forum session for September.  
 
Have a really good summer holiday break.  
 
Thank you for all your help and support – we can’t do it without you! 
 
Babs Day 

Executive Headteacher  
 
 

2 

1 



 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stained Glass Project 

During Term 6, Scorpion class and our year 7 students have 
been involved in an exciting project with Bristol Museum.  
They  are working with museum staff and a Bristol artist to 
design and commission their own stained glass window that 
will go on display at the M Shed in Bristol.  
 

This project is being funded by the Friends of Bristol 
Museums, Galleries & Archives,  Bristol Decorative Fine Art 
Society, and NADFAS: Patricia Fay Memorial Fund.  This  
creative project is inspired by Bristol’s important mediaeval 
weaving trade and a lost stained glass window from Temple 
Church, depicting St Catherine, the patron saint of weavers. 
 

As part of the project we visited the M Shed and looked at  
surviving stained glass windows in some of the city’s mediaeval churches and then visited 
Temple Church with its leaning tower,  (a bit like the Leaning Tower of Pisa!).  The students have 
then worked with the artist, Dora, to collect the ideas and try their hands at glass fusion.   Once 
            the window has been made by Dora, it 
       will be on display in the  M Shed from 

24th November, when there will be a
 grand unveiling and all will be 
 welcome to attend. 

Mr Ferguson told us about when 
he was a student of architecture 
at Bristol University. His best 
friend was a deaf man who was 
studying on the same course.  
They are still best of friends now.  
 

We told Mr Ferguson about what 
a fantastic school Elmfield is, and 
we all had our photo taken 
together.  It always helps to have 
friends in high places! 
 

In further news, Kate Neill reports that while 
Years 5, 6 and 7 were visiting Temple Church, 
they ran into the elected Mayor of Bristol, 
George Ferguson, who is famous for wearing 
red trousers. He makes decisions about how 
our city is run, such as how fast people can 
drive on the roads and where they are allowed 
to park.  
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Exhibition of Forest School Work at Harbourside Festival 
 

Butterfly and Ladybird classes had a lovely time at Forest  
School this year. Jenny came back this term to teach all the 
Primary pupils about some of the animals found in our  
forests. 
 

Jenny is preparing an installation of mini gardens made by different schools to raise awareness of 
woodland animals at the Harbourside Festival this month.  The children had a lovely morning 
learning about the importance of bees and what can be done to protect them.  They made their 
own bees from pine cones and pom-poms which are going to be part of the exhibition.  
 

The installation will be at the Harbourside  Festival on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th July.  Jenny will 
be positioned on College Green, next to the Cathedral, from 12 – 6pm. 

 
 

Bristol Blue Glass 
 

Also as part of our Stained Glass Project, the 
children visited Bristol Blue Glass and the 
Creative Glass Guild.  The children were able 
to see how glass is blown and they made their 
own baubles.  At the Creative Glass Guild, the 
children watched a demonstration about how 
glass is fused, ready to make their own 
masterpieces.    
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Anyone for Tennis? 
 

This term we have enjoyed tennis with Sid 
Falconer.  We have been developing our stroke 
skills and learning basic ball control.  
 
 
 
                                                                                          Sid has been great with the children and 
                                                                                         we look forward to working with him in  
                      the future.                   
     
 
                       

BBC Music Day 
 

ON the last day of Term 5, a number of pupils in Scorpion class 
spent the day at Colston Hall celebrating BBC Music Day.  They 
had been busy learning the song ‘Believe’ by Lin Marsh, which 
they sung and signed with the choir from Westbury-on-Trym 
Academy and the Bristol Youth Choir.  It was amazing to see 
the Para Orchestra play and to meet a few celebrities, 
including the very funny Paul Whitaker. It was great to be on 
The One Show and Points West! It was a very long and tiring 
day but one that will be remembered for years to come.   

Sainsburys Vouchers 

Many thanks for sending in so many 
vouchers. We’ve asked the Sainsburys 
Fairy for a digital camera!   
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Woodhouse Park Camp 
 

Key Stage 2 took part in a two-day camp at Woodhouse Park.   
The sun was shining and the children were smiling as we took  
part in shelter building, fire making, crate stacking, archery, the  
adventure course and team games.  Big thanks to Mrs White  
who joined us in the evening to cook the children’s tea.  

Elmfield House Activities Day 
 

Scorpion class were invited to join the 
Sensory Support Activity Day, where they 
had the opportunity to mix with deaf 
children from other schools and take part in 
a wide range of activities.   They enjoyed 
football, rugby, a science workshop, cooking 
and sculpting.  
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Heathlands Sports Day 
 

Scorpion class and Key stage 3 children 
travelled to Heathlands to take part in 
their annual sports day.  The children had 
a great time and took part in a range of 
activities including shot put, running, long 
jump, triple jump and a relay race.  Special 
mention to Ciaran for his fabulous high 
jump technique! 

Visit to Slimbridge 
 

All Key stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils 
enjoyed a sunny day at Slimbridge where 
we learnt about animals and their 
environment.  We also enjoyed a 
detective trail where we had to identify 
what animal habitat we were in and had a 
talk about otters and how they live.  
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Workshop 
 

KS2 children enjoyed a workshop on 
Bristol Downs where we got to see 
baby peregrine falcons and learn 
about their eating habits. 
  

Primary Sports Day  
 

The children had a fantastic time at sports day this year. Despite a 
morning of rain, they showed wonderful sportsmanship and 
enthusiasm on the wet field! Atwood (red) House won overall. The 
children enjoyed watching the adults take part in some competitions, 
too! 
 

First ever Elmfield Eisteddfod! 

The children at primary really enjoyed their two ‘live’ 
performance days this term and the staff loved to watch them. 
The first session was a performance of a rehearsed piece of 
BSL and Carolyn and Ellie, our BSL tutors, celebrated the 
children’s skills with positive comments and tips.  It was great 
to see the assured way the children signed for their audience. 
Two weeks later they prepared a spoken piece of ‘live English’ 
and performed it.  Mrs Irlam and Mrs White gave their views 
about how the children presented, used their voices and made 
wonderful lip-patterns.  Everyone wants to do it again! 
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Year 3/4 Cycling  
 

Our year 3/4 group have been enjoying 
some very successful cycling sessions in 
St.Paul’s with All Ability Cycling.  Look out 
for more pictures on the school website & 
facebook page 

Hunt for Shaun the Sheep 

Secondary, All At Sea! 

The theatre group Mufti, who were preparing a large-scale game of Battleships to be played by members of 
the public at the forthcoming Harbourside Festival, met with one of our ex-students, the distinguished Deaf 
film-maker David Ellington, for suggestions on how they could make games of this kind more accessible to 
deaf people. 

The result was that our students were asked to act as guinea pigs and try out the game when it was still in 
rehearsal. 

They went to the Harbour and met the actors. Then they played a game of Massive Battleships using 
binoculars to read the results of their shelling of the Enemy Fleet stationed half a mile away.  

The actors were very appreciative not only of how enthusiastically our students played the game, but of the 
thoughtful and helpful suggestions they made as to how the game could be improved and made more Deaf-
friendly. 

If you want to try the game yourself you will find it near the Ostrich pub on July 18 & 19. 7
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Family Centre Saturday Afternoon Club 
 

The Family Centre (Deaf Children) have a new Saturday afternoon club for 
deaf children aged 6 – 10.  It meets about once a month during term time  
and there will be sessions in September, October and November.  It will be 
a small group and there will be some exciting activities.    We are planning  
pottery, circus skills, climbing, music and much more.  If your child is  
interested, please email  events@fcdc.org.uk  - just 10 places per session,  
so make sure you get in touch early to avoid disappointment.  

Secondary Leavers’ Assembly 

Unfortunately Tatum was unable to be with us, but a large 

group of Ben’s family and friends joined staff and students 

to say goodbye to Ben.  

Festivities began with a buffet lunch at Pizza Hut, and 

continued back at school with speeches from Mrs Day and 

other staff, a performance by Ciaran of his BSL version of 

William Blake’s poem,  A Poison Tree, and a selection of 

embarrassing and/or nostalgic videos and photographs of 

the 11 years and more that Ben and Tatum have been with 

us. 

We ended with refreshments, whilst people wrote their 

good wishes in the beautiful Memory books produced for 

both students by Mrs Lievaart. 

 

School Uniform 

School uniform for our Primary children is 

now available to buy online using the 

following 

link http://www.initiallyyours.co.uk/schools/

elmfield_school/school_uniform_and_sports

_kit.htm 
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Is my child eligible for free school meals and Pupil Premium Funding? 
 
  

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, the school can apply for extra funding for your child in school. 
This additional funding (Pupil Premium) is paid directly to school and funds a range of support 
designed to meet your child's individual needs, which might be: additional learning/communication 
support, after school clubs, breakfast club, free school trips and residential visits.  
 

If your child is in Years 3 to 11, they will also be entitled to fee school meals if they wish to have them 
in school. (All children in Reception to Year 2 are automatically entitled to Free School Meals.) 
  

You can apply for Pupil Premium Funding for your child if you are in receipt of any of the following 
benefits: 
  

·         Income Support 
·         Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
·         Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
·         Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
·         the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
·         Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an  
          annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
·         Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax  
          Credit 
·         Universal Credit 
  

If you think you might qualify for this then just ask for a 'Pupil Premium' application form from the 
school office and post to the address which is on the form, or apply online at 
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/children-and-young-people/free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium 
 

Applying online is quick and easy to do, you will receive notification of your eligibility immediately and 
there is no risk that your application will get lost in the mail. 
If you are eligible, you can begin claiming free school meals the same day. 
 

If you have any questions about 'Pupil premium' funding please contact Jo White or Amy Saunders, 
who are happy to help you. 

Absences 
 

Please see our Attendance policy on our school website, if you would like a copy of this policy please 
contact the school office.  
 

If your child is unwell and won’t be in school, it is very important that you contact us to let us know as soon 
as possible.  You can do this is several ways. 
 

Primary      Secondary  
Tel: 0117 9030366     Tel: 0117 9527170 
Text: 07891 898188     Text: 07772332604 
Email: amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk  Email: amy.saunders@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk  
 

When your child does not turn up at school, the office will text you in the morning to remind you that you 
need to contact us. Please be aware that you cannot text back directly to the message.  
 

It is important that we can account for your child for safety reasons.  
 

If you fail to contact the school, then your child will be marked in the register as an unauthorised absence.  
Too many unauthorised absences may lead to a penalty notice and a fine.  
 

                                                                      If your child has a tummy bug that makes them sick and/or affects  
                                                                      their bowels, please keep them at home for 48 hours after the last  
                                                                      time they were sick, so that they don’t accidentally pass the bug on  
                                                                      to other pupils and staff. Thank you.    
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Attendance 
 

This is a really important aspect of school life and the Education Department have asked us not to 
authorise any absences in term time for holidays.  I know that our pupils have more medical 
appointments with implants, audiology and paediatric visits, but please support us by making any 
appointments out of school hours, in the holidays or at the start /end of a school day and bring 
them in to school if you can. 
 

The statistics for absence are shocking to read- 90% attendance means that a child has missed 4 
weeks of the school year.  They are less confident and feel less part of the social group because 
they miss things.  Being ready for school with all their kit for the day ahead, refreshed and 
prepared is the best you can do as parents to support them in school. 
 

Term 6 Attendance 
Congratulations to Tom, Owain and Tatum who achieved a fantastic 100% attendance this term! 
Also, well done to Tommy, Hugh G, Bailey, Hana, Haroun, Ciaran and Harry who achieved 95% 
attendance this term! 
 

Annual attendance 
 A HUGE congratulations to Tom who achieved 100% attendance for the whole year!! 
Also congratulations to Owain and Hugh G who have achieved 98% attendance for the whole year 
and Elfed and Tarron who have achieved 95% attendance for the whole year! It's been great seeing 
you so much this year! 
 

 

 

Have a happy Summer break 
 

from everyone at Elmfield 
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