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Fri 5th February 
End of Term 3 
 
 

Mon 15th February 
Start of term 4 
 
Thurs 3rd March 
World Book Day 
 
 

Thu 24th March 
End of Term 4 
 
 

Mon 11th April 
Start of Term 5 
 
 

Fri 27th May 
End of Term 5 
 
 

Mon 6th June 
Start of Term 6  
 
 

Fri 22nd July 
End of Term 6 
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Dates 2015-16 Hello Parents 
Happy New Year seems quite far away now. 
We have all braved the weather and winds and now it is the end of the third term 
already...so Spring is nearly here at last. 
We are expecting our Ofsted Inspection anytime now as it has been three years 
since our last one! 
There is very short notice now under the new Framework so we will only know the 
day before that the Inspectors are coming!  We will let you know as soon as possi-
ble as we will send a parent Ofsted questionnaire for your views to be passed and 
considered by the team. 
I would appreciate a Parent Forum meeting to get your views on some policies and 
practices. 
Please come to discuss 'Parents as Partners' and our 'Healthy Schools' bid. 
Parents' Forum will be Wednesday 24th February at 10:30am 
 Come and share a coffee and a chat.  I want to welcome as many parents as possi-
ble, which a good reason to attach it after the parents' BSL session.  It is being well-
attended and is proving a popular time.  Parents of our Secondary pupils are also 
very welcome, especially those who are new to BSL as similar issues apply to Primary 
and Secondary pupils and families. 
  
Primary Parents' morning will be on Tuesday 22nd March from 9:30am.  
This will be your opportunity to join a pupil/parent/teacher consultation meeting 
and look at your child's targets and progress and look for opportunities for mutual 
support to get the best from our home/school partnership. 
Any parents who are unable to attend the morning are welcome to book an after-
school meeting with the class teacher. 
Enjoy looking at the newsletter and all the exciting events and packed curriculum 
highlights. 
Thank you all so much for your positive support of school and supporting our contin-
ual bid for making it even better. 
Best wishes 
Babs Day -Headteacher  ' 
Babs Day 

Executive Headteacher  

Mr Brinkley (who is of course old enough to remember 

writing in chalk on blackboards – though contrary to common 

belief not on slates!) has bid farewell to his trusty but now 

decrepit whiteboard. In its place stands a wonderful new 

Touchscreen, big enough to accept and record large numbers 

of mathematical formulae, as well as notes for many of his longer stories. The 

screen also acts as a projector for films and to make Internet sites and teaching aids immediately visible to 

large groups, without their having to crown round a small monitor. With an identical one in the English 

room, we have truly moved into the second decade of the 21st century, and extend our thanks to the Bristol 

Trust for the Deaf for their financial support which has made this technological upgrade possible. 
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Visit by a Veterinary Student 
 

This term were very lucky to welcome Zach, a veterinary student at Bristol University, to come and ex-
plain the role of a vet and how we should look after our pets. He brought his dog Taza in and showed us 
how to examine a dog and a few tricks Taza knew. The children loved the “licking her lips” and “meerkat” 
tricks best. 

This term Shaun class has been learning 

about different animals and how to care 

for them. We have read Dear Zoo and 

understand what would and wouldn’t 

make a good pet and have set up our 

own veterinary practice in school. Our 

most unusual patient so far has been a 

dinosaur that got into a fight. 
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This year Matthew Sheard 

from Bristol Plays Music has 

been teaching the children 

how to play Samba drums. The 

children have really enjoyed it 

and have improved their 

drumming skills. Matthew is 

keen to put on a short concert 

next term to show parents 

what we have been learning. 

We will inform you of the 

date.  

 In HIPpO group we have 
been learning about the 
moon and in our last ses-
sion we played plenty 
of 'moon' themed games: 
moon walk, riding rock-
ets, moon rocks and 
space dust race. 

We are also waiting to 
see if the daffodil 

bulbs we planted will 
come up. 

A Grand Day Out… 
 

Wallace class have been reading 'The Owl and The Pussy Cat' so we took them 
on a boat trip around the harbour.  Wallace class took The Owl and the Pussy 
Cat on a ferry boat trip around Bristol Harbour in beautiful sunshine and took 
some honey (sandwiches) and plenty of money, a runcible spoon and some hot 
chocolate with them. The Owl & Pussycat had a wonderful time on board the 
ferry, eating honey sandwiches and drinking hot chocolate. Lovely! Well done 
everyone, fabulous behaviour!  

Gromit class went on an exciting train ride this term  as 
part of their "From a Railway Carriage" learning. A big 
thank you to all the staff at the Assisted Travel depart-
ment at Great Western Railway. They helped us to fully 
and safely access both stations. Thanks for the photo-
bomb as well!  
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KS3  students went to Mojo Active 
in Bristol for team building activi-
ties. They had to perform a range 
of tasks during which they had to 
demonstrate communication and 
cooperation skills. All students had 
a great time, although it was very 
windy and very muddy. Hopefully, 
Elmfield will be back soon for more 
team building challenges! 

This term in tutor time, as a part of a Global Learn-

ing network, Elmfield Secondary students started 

looking at globalisation. We watched some clips 

about how different campaigns address the issue of 

social injustice. We talked about stereotypes and 

positive ways of getting people involved in charity 

work. For more information and to 

view the clips please go to  

http://www.rustyradiator.com/

rusty-radiator-award-2015.  

BSL Eisteddfod: 
 
This term all the E1 children have been focussing on poetry. At the end 
of the term we had a Eisteddfod to showcase the children's learn-
ing.  Morph class studied The Lady of Shalott by Alfred Tennyson, Gro-
mit class have been learning From a Railway Carriage and Wallace class 
have been learning some poems this term. They learnt a poem about 
spaghetti so they enjoyed cooking, eating and playing with some.  

http://www.rustyradiator.com/rusty-radiator-award-2015
http://www.rustyradiator.com/rusty-radiator-award-2015
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We are collecting the Sainsburys Active Kids vouchers so please send in any vouchers you may have.  
The deadline to collect these is Friday 8th July.  In the past we have received some fantastic rewards 
such as a new digital camera for the school and an outdoor bench for our Early Years as well as sensory 
sports equipment.  There is a collection box in the reception area if you have any you wish to donate.   

What a fantastic term of hockey we have had this term!  
Sam and Olly will be back every Thursday for basketball in term 4 

Heading: Hearing Loss Survey - Share your opinions and we donate £5 to Elmfield School 
If you are a parent of a child, with moderate to profound hearing loss and have a spare 15 minutes 
please click on the link below and complete the survey. 
 
http://survey.researchnow.com/wix/p1621969966.aspx?SRC=95&C=1&W=1&l=9&asso=2 
 
For every parent who completes the survey Elmfield School will receive £5. 
The survey aims to help better understand the difficulties and choices faced around the use of a hearing 
device. It would be greatly appreciated if you could click on the link and complete the survey in one 
sitting to register as a complete.  Your response are used for research purposes only. We work to Inter-
national Market & Social Research Code of Professional Behaviour and can assure confidentiality of your 
responses. 

Swimming 

We have star swimmers at Elmfield School and since September we have given out 16 

certificates!  

All the children have developed and improved so much - and we are expecting 

even more certificates in Term 4.  

We are preparing a whole school sponsored swimming event next term to raise funds for 

the deaf school in Gambia so we will keep you posted with the information!  
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We launched our Science Week today, with the theme Ready, Steady, Investigate. We will be carrying out 

a number of Scientific Enquiry experiments.  

Happy birthday to Tinksie Beau who turned 

4 this term! 
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Dear Parents 

 

The Giving Machine is a UK registered charity, whose sole aim is to facilitate raising money for UK 
charitable causes and schools.  By shopping online via The Giving Machine, your favourite shops 
will generate a free cash donation with every single purchase. With stores like Amazon, Ebay, 
M&S, NEXT, Tesco, Sainsbury and John Lewis taking part with hundreds more, you are bound to 
find what you want from your favourite shops at The Giving Machine. 
 
Please join our new giving community by visiting www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk and join to sup-
port Elmfield School for deaf children; it’s quick and simple to sign up and start giving for free. 
 
It really is as simple as that. Please ensure you don’t miss this opportunity to give while you are 
shopping and help spread the word to raise as much as we can from this amazing program. Your 
help will make a difference. 
 
There are over 1500 of the most popular stores taking part in the program making it so easy for 
you to make difference without it costing you a penny more than the normal purchase price of 
your item. 

Absences 
 

Please see our Attendance policy on our school website for further information, if you would like a 
copy of this policy please contact the school office. 
 

If your child is unwell and won’t be in school, it is very important that you contact us to let us know 
as soon as possible.  You can do this is several ways. 
 

Primary       Secondary  
Tel: 0117 9030366     Tel: 0117 9527170 
Text: 07891 898188     Text: 07772332604 
Email: Elmfield.info@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk Email: Elmfield.info@elmfield.bristol.sch.uk 

 
When your child does not turn up at school, the office will text you in the morning to remind you 
that you need to contact us. Please be aware that you cannot text back directly to the message. 
 
It is important that we can account for your child for safety reasons. 
 
If you fail to contact the school, then your child will be marked in the register as an unauthorised 
absence.  Too many unauthorised absences may lead to a penalty notice and a fine. 
 

 

                                                                 If your child has a tummy bug that makes them sick and/or 
affects  their bowels, please keep them at home for 48 hours 
after the last time they were sick, so that they don’t  
accidentally pass the bug on  to other pupils and staff.  
Thank you.    

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/

